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Lesson for July 8 in this Issue 


Lesson 2—Mary, the Mother of Jesus. Matthew 

1:18 to 2:12; 12 ; 46-50; Luke 1 : 26-56; 2: 1-52; John 

231-113 19 : 25-27. (A Survey of the Life of Mary, the 
Mother of Jesus.) . 
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Lesson Calendar 


The Lesson Calendar formerly appearing here is now 
given on the second page of the Lesson Helps in each 
issue. The date and title of the current lesson continue 
to appear on the first page of the Times, at the head of 
this column. 


VERY guide-post belongs to the great field of 
advertising. Many a guide-post appears in the 


advertising pages of periodicals. Do you observe 
with care those that appear in this paper? 





The Mother's Heart 
By Ethel King 


LAYING about here at my feet, 
He is se dear, my little one! 
My Jesus is so very sweet, 
My darling, precious Son! 


Come close! What’s on your fogehead, Dear? 
Ah, only the sunlight resting here. 

(I thought I saw on His soft hair 

A dreadful thorn crown pressing there!) 


Let mother wipe the tears away. 
Then we can both be fine and gay. 

(It wasn’t blood made His face so wet, 
Only his mother’s tears... as yet!) 


Now, show me, Dear, your hands and feet. 
Why, yes, they’re nice and clean and neat. 
Oh, why must come those visions dread ? 

hy must I see wounds gaping and red?) 


Oh, don’t do that! My Boy, come here! 
Let me fold you close to me, Dear! 

(Why did He stand with his arms outflung, 
As though on an upright cross He hung ?) 








An Index of the contents of The Sunday School 
Times for 1922, both general and classified by de- 
partments, by titles, and by authors, giving also titles 
and authors of books noticed, may be ordered from 
The Sunday School Times Company, for 15 cents 


each, 
x 
Two Sides of a Mountain 


Did you ever go around a mountain? A peak 
changes its profile as you proceed. As a Christian 
recently was traveling around three sides of a moun- 
tain peak in the French Alps, he was struck with the 
changing aspect of the silhouette. In the morning 
it was seen from the east. It seemed to be quite an- 
other mountain in the afternoon when seen from the 
west. It-is often so with our difficulties and prob- 
lems. God’s side is different from man’s side. A 


difficulty may be staggering to us because we are on 
the wrong side of it. This is illustrated by different 
renderings of the same Greek word in two passages 
of the New Testament. In Acts 14:8 we have the 
story of the man who was “impotent in his feet.” 


The Greek word is “adunatos,” and is the word used 
by our Lord in Mark 10:27, where he says, “With 
men it is impossible, but not with God.” s there 
something impotent or impossible in our life? Shall 
we not get over to God’s side of our mountain? 


fj 


Is Your Sword Whole—or Nicked ? 


W hat has happened since God's stilainy in the “General Assembly 
that would not move an inch from the Bible ”’ > 


the utterances and actions of those who deny that 

God’s Word is wholly true, now that the highest 
court of one of the great evangelical denominations 
has officially reaffirmed its own historic faith and that 
of the New Testament Church, and has directed a 
local organization of churches within its jurisdiction to 
require sound teaching. Two weeks ago The Sunday 
School Times editorially discussed this action of the 
General Assembly of the (Northern) Presbyterian 
Church, and called attention to certain outstanding 
lessons from the victory for sound doctrine which was 
won there in the official condemnation of the unscrip- 
tural preaching of Harry Emerson Fosdick. The 
words and actions of the Modernists since then should 
be thoughtfully noted. 


[' IS important for God’s people to watch closely 


Mm bs keep ey A in ee the pong oe | of a 
t centers about the single question, /s the , 
The Modernist 


says it is fet. The New 
parm Church and the evangelical Christian 
Church through the centuries say that it is. From 
that single, crucial, vital difference all other essential 
differences spring. A God- breathed word speaks of 
“the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of Ged.” 
This is named as the supreme weapon in the arma- 
ment of the fully equipped, victorious Christian for 
his life-and-death conflict “against the world-rulers 
of this darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wicked- 
ness in the heavenly places.” The Modernist says 
there are many breaks or nicks in the edge of this 
sword. The wholly believing Christian cannot think 
that God would offer his children a nicked sword for 
such warfare, but believes another God-breathed state- 
ment that “the word of God is living, and active, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword.” The sound Chris- 
tian rejects the Modernist’s offer of a man-made, rusty, 
dull, broken weapon such as the Modernist’s Bible. 
And sound Christians to-day are pleading with all 
who call themselves Christians not to offer Christian 
workers in the seminaries, in the mission fields, and 
in the pews and the Sunday-school classes at home, a 
broken, useless weapon of offense or defense. The 
preaching of Dr. Fosdick and of the thousands of 
others who stand with him is breaking down faith in 
the perfect Word of God,—that word-weapon with 
which our Lord Jesus Christ three times defeated 


- Satan, each time with the vital thrust “Jt is written.” 


Dr. Fosdick at once offered his resignation from 
the pulpit of the First Presbyterian Church of New 
York City, after the action of the General Assembly. 
His action was a proper one. Dr. Clarence Edward 
Macartney, of Philadelphia, who led in the Philadel- 
phia Overture which resulted in the General Assem- 
bly’s sound action, said: “Dr. Fosdick has done what 
nearly every sensible person expected he would do. 
It would have been an extraordinary thing for a man 
to remain as a preacher in the pulpit of a church whose 
highest court had condemned and repudiated his preach- 
ing as contrary to its confessional declarations.” 

But the session of the church that has been employ- 
ing Dr. Fosdick at once officially declined to accept his 
resignation. These Presbyterian elders, taking this 
action, said in part, in a letter to Dr. Fosdick: “We 
deeply regret that certain of your utterances, divorced 
from their context and misinterpreted, have provoked 
the fears and protests of not a few who have lacked the 
opportunity to know the fulness and the winsomeness 
of the Gospel which you proclaim.” 

It is. only necessary to say, as to this, that Dr. Fos- 
dick’s unbelieving and anti-Christian utterances have 
not been divorced from their context or misinterpreted. 





They have been understood entirely too well to be let 

alone. And the first official action of the local church 

that is under condemnation is, in the absence of any 

expressed purpose to conform its preaching to New 

Testament and Presbyterian Christianity, a direct de- 

ge fe; its properly constituted church court and 
od’s 


The Clergy Club of New York and vicinity gave a 
luncheon in honor of Dr. Fosdick at the Astor Hotel, 
the week after the action of the General Assembly, 
attended by almost two hundred clergymen, the sec- 
retary of the club announcing that he had received let- 
ters from two hundred other clergymen regretting 
their inability to be present. Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin, 
a New York Presbyterian pastor and colleague ot 
Dr. Fosdick in the faculty of Union Theological Sem- 
inary, speaking at this luncheon urged his hearers 
not “to take what had happened at Indianapolis too 
seriously.” He is reported as stating “that the brains 
of the Presbyterian Church had stood by the New 
York Presbytery,” and that “those who voted the 
other way undoubtedly were conscientious but not fully 
informed.” He then stated that “Dr. Fosdick is an 
outstanding conservative.” These statements show the 
Modernists’ inability to see the issues involved, their 
man-exalting pride in the human intellect, and their 
denial of proved facts. 

There is pathetic ignorance in the words of Dr. 
Fosdick himself, at this luncheon, when he said: “Un- 
less we can in our lives produce the same evangelical 
zeal, the same consumingly passionate devotion to the 
kingdom of our Lord, the same sacrificial energy which 
flowed forth in the past from the convictions of those 
who have so faithfully followed what is to-day called 
the ‘old’ theology, we shall never come to any worthy 
place among those who follow in the train of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Would God that the Modernists might 
realize that there can never be this evangelical zeal 
in the hves or works of those who crucify the Lord 
afresh by denying that which He said was true! 


Several hundred students and faculty members of 
Cornell University have addressed a letter to Dr. Fos- 
dick expressing admiration and complete confidence 
in him. They speak of the “world-wide significance 
of the battle which is being waged... against freedom 
of speech in the Christian pulpit, . . . and against the 
reverent interpretation of the pure religion of Christ 
which you have given us with such power... as the 
leading interpreter of the Christian religion for men 
and women of scientific training.” A similar letter to 
Dr. Fosdick was signed by more than five hundred 
students and teachers at Columbia University; and 
Mount Holyoke College took similar action. ‘“Free- 
dom of speech,” to the Modernist, means license to 


deny what God has said is the truth; and the Modern- ~ 


ists want license to do this and call it “pure Chris- 
tianity.” The worship of man’s intellect comes out 
in the reverent honor paid to “scientific training,” 
which God calls “profane and vain babblings, and op- 
positions of science falsely so called.” 

In a sermon preached in his own church on June 
3 Dr. Fosdick’s topic was “Honesty in the Pulpit,” and 
among other things he is reported as having said: 
»“Make it easier, not harder, for your ministers to 
think freely, bravely, truly about the deep concerns of 
the spiritual life. Deo not make them intellectual 
Houdinis tied up in the ropes and chains of predeter- 
mined conclusions spending all their days trying to 
wriggle out of them. This generation, will not ulti- 
mately stand for that kind of preaching.” That is Dr. 
Fosdick’s vivid: description of the man who really be- 
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lieves the whole Word of God. To Dr. Fosdick, such 
yielding to God is an intolerable bondage,—just as 
two other prominent Presbyterian ministers of New 
York City, Dr. William P. Merrifl of the Brick 
Church, and Dr. John Kelman of the Fifth Avenue 
Church, frankly stated for themselves after the Gen- 
eral Assembly’s action. 

The “five essential doctrines” which were reiterated 
by the recent General Assembly are the inerrancy of 
the Bible, the virgin birth of Christ, the substitution- 
ary atonement, the bodily resurrection of Christ, and 
the miracles of Christ. Of these, Dr. Henry van Dyke, 
one of the best known and most widely loved names 
both in literature and in Christian circles of our gen- 
eration, is reported to have said in a recent sermon 
that the General Assembly made a mistake in “the at- 
tempt to impose upon the Presbyterian Church five 
new tests of orthodoxy. ... Now the curious thing 
about these five dogmas ... is that one of them ts 


certainly non-essential, and three of them are distinctly ' 


unscriptural.” To those who have not been. seriously. 


studying the tragic inroads of Modernism within the. 


last few years, this will sound like a rather startling 
statement to come from a Presbyterian minister in 
good standing. 

Dr. Fosdick’s unbelief is, of course, notorious 
throughout the Christian world. He has made little 
effort to hide his views. In a letter written in 1921: to 
the Rev. Willis W. Mead of Brooklyn, which hag been 
widely published, he expressed his “profound aver- 
sion” to the “interpretation of Christianity” that Mr. 
Mead had given in a letter to Dr. Fosdick, this “in- 
terpretation” being simply the New Testament Chris- 
tianity which is fully set forth in the Westminster 
Confession of Faith. “The sort of ‘theology which 


your letter presents,” wrote Dr. Fosdick, “seems to. 


me not only thoroughly false in facts but pernicious 
in practical result, and while I understand it perfectly, 
having lived in it and read its major works, J quite 
definitely and thoroughly reject it all.” 


Dr. Fosdick went to China in the summer of 1921, 
and it was said that his mission would be to bring 
together the Liberals and the Conservatives, and espe- 
cially to show how mistaken and unnecessary and ill- 
advised a movement was the Bibie Union of China, 
formed in the summer of 1920. After Dr. Fosdick’s 
visit; a missionary wrote: 


It was thought that a visit by Harry Emerson Fosdick 
would reunite the Evangelicals and the Modernists, making 
the Bible Union unnecessary. He visited Kuling:- and the 
other summer resorts, preached sermons to which no- 
body could take exception, swept these communities with 
his eloquence, and departed. The Bible Union stands. We 
fost in membership —two members so far as known; we 
gained during the summer season about one hundred and 
fifty, the membership now standing at about fifteen hun- 
dred missionaries. [Since then, the membership has passed 
two thousand.] 


In personal conversation with a few missionaries 
at Kuling, in China, at the close of his conference, 
Dr. Fosdick told them he had determined to prove to 
them (as he evidently believed he had done) that he 
could be as evangelical as any of them! His carefully 
guarded statements in his addresses in China deceived 
many as to his real position. Then he returned to 
America and later preached his sermon against the 
Fundamentals. Missionaries in China who had sup- 
posed he was evangelical were amazed. An editorial 
in the Bulletin of the Bible Union of China of July- 
August, 1922, says: “How can Dr, Fosdick make good 
his determination to prove himself ‘evangelical’ while 
making fun of portions of a Bible that the ‘evangel- 
ical’ regards as historically accurate, divinely inspired, 
and wholly trustworthy?” 


A Great Missionary’s View of Fosdick 

Dr. J. Walter Lowrie, Chairman of the China Coun- 
cil of the Presbyterian Mission North, and-one of the 
most widely honored missionaries in the field to-day, 
said at the National Christian Conference in Shanghai 
last year: 


The supreme condition of all leadership in the planting 
ef a living church of Christ among the Chinese people . . 
is implicit faith in the whole Bible, and obedience to it as 
God’s inviolable record of his deeds among men, penned 
by men who spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

Men who juggle with its statements of fact, men who 
would strip it of its supernatural character, who lend a 
friendlier ear to current winds of teaching than to its 
clear, consistent, changeless witness to the salvation that 
is through the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, are, ipso facto, precluded from lasting leadership 
of the real church of Christ in this land. 

On October 23, 1921, in the “Old First” (Presbyterian) 
Church, New York City, there was preached a sermon by 
a well-known theological teacher [Dr. Fosdick] in which 
he held up-to mirth and scorn the Bible record of God’s 
wondrous doings amongst His chosen people in ancient 
days, laughed at “the pre-scientific view of the world in 
the Hebrew Scriptures,” at “fishes swallowing men,” at 
“the left-overs of mediaeval theology” and our “belated 
hymns,” and gave the impression that the preaching of 
a Gospel in China based upon the trustworthiness of the 
whole Bible as history was “backward-looking obscurant- 
ism, impossible of acceptance by an educated mind”! 

I declare with all the energy of my being, that such 
teaching as that, such giving the lie to God’s great Book, 
such contemptuous rejection of that simple faith in God's 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Word which intelligent people who are supporting the 
missionary enterprise at the base in the West, and we 
who are pushing it here; are presenting from the pages of 
that Book, such teaching isa doomed thing. Let no onc 
dream that men or women, howevei brilliant or disciplined 
in mind, can hold any permanent leadership in the mis- 
sionary movement or in the living church of China, who 
proffer spiritual negations of the Sadducean sort, a mutil- 
ated Bible, and the denial of its central teaching, — Christ 
crucified (and risen again) in the place of you and me. for 
the sins of the world. 


The last stronghold of the Modernists in their claims 
of essential orthodoxy is that “of course they believe 
in .the deity of Christ.” Is it a fair question to ask 
what sort of deity it is that makes mistakes? Christ 
authenticated Moses’ authorship of the Pentateuch. 
Christ said that the books of Moses were so perfect 
that the very characters of the letters composing the 
words in which they were written must be fulfilled as 
the inviolable Word of God. Christ said that his own 
body should be raised from the dead. Does a man, can 
a man, believe in the deity of Christ who denies facts 
and teachings given by Christ? 

Again, one hesitates to use that shocking word 
“bastard” in connection with our Lord; yet that is 
what those would make him who deny his virgin 
birth. This criticism is not, as a Modernist has said, 
the invention of Conservatives; it is the inescapable 
conclusion of the denial of the virgin birth. 


And yet great numbers of ministers and laymen, not 
only in the Presbyterian Church, but in every evangel- 
ical denomination to-day, are intelligently aligned with 
Dr. Fosdick and the Modernist movement for the cor- 
ruption of the Christian faith and the denial of God’s 
Word. Liberals are congratulating themselves, and 
with good reason, that the vote in the General Assem- 
bly was so close, and that it showed such strength for 
Modernism. The Continent, of New York, conde- 
scendingly commends the spirit of the Conservatives 
who voted for the old faith, but declares that “the 
alarm was groundless and the faith not imperiled.” 
The Continent has defended Dr. Fosdick throughout, 
and now speaks of “the perfect loyalty of Dr. Fosdick 
to the evangelical message left to us by Christ Jesus. 
It is unthinkable that the Presbyterian Church, his- 
torically a preaching church, will in the end impose 
any ban of prohibition on the most powerful Gospel 
preacher with whom God has blessed America in the 
present generation.” 


The Modernists’ Defiance of the Bible 

And now, the day before the closing of this issue 
of The Sunday School Times, the newspapers are re- 
porting the action of the Presbytery of New York in 
a twofold defiance of the General Assembly and the 
Bible. : 

In a long and carefully worded report adopted by 
the Presbytery, which postpones any action in the Fos- 
dick matter, are found the usual misleading expres- 
sions of Modernists, stating that the Presbytery “will 
approach this important matter with great earnestness 
of spirit, and that it will, in accordance with its historic 
attitude, pay due deference to the wishes of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, and to whatsoever it can justly do to 
carry out the instructions of the General Assembly.” 

But the report goes on to express its “surprise 
and regret” at the action of the General Assembly, and 
to say that “certain indubitable facts” about the min- 
istry of Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick “should be 
known to the church in general. The principal one 
of these facts is that hundreds of people are being 
brought to the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and led into the Christian life under his ministry.” 
This shows the blindness of the majority of the New 
York Presbytery to what the Gospel of Christ is, and 
expresses unqualified approval of teaching that the 
General Assembly and the Christian Church have con- 
demned. Y 

And it will not make a favorable impression upon 
the wholly believing children of God throughout the 
true church of Christ to read this Presbytery’s ref- 
erence to its “utmost loyalty to the great Head_of 
the Church, whose we are and whom we serve.” « For 








“Rastus Augustus ’Splains Evolution’’ 





“ My father fed me on Darwinism when I was a boy and 
he died in that faith. We called i infidelity then, and onl 

a miracle of grace was I saved from the damning spell 

the ‘ science falsely so called.” Now after thirty years in 
the ministry | discover suddenly what has been going on 
under the surface for years—that my church is honeycombed 
in its leadership with this faith-destroying assumption.” 

This is a paragraph from a letter written to The Sunday 
School Times by a man in the Christian ministry. Next 
week's issue will contain a sketch of this minister, entitled, 
“When an Infidel's Son Attended the Revival.” This will 
be followed in consecutive issues by three semi-humorous 
studies of evolution, written by this minister, under the gen- 
eral title, ‘‘ Rastus A *Splains Evolution,” in which a 
colored janitor and his wife take opposite views on the 
question, the former trying to convert nephew from the 
old-fashioned faith held by the wife! 
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in the same ing the New York Presbyt ex- 
amined and lool as preachers two aie of 
Union Theological Seminary both of whom refused to 
affirm their belief in the virgin birth of Christ. A 
Protest against this action was at once signed by a 
minority of the members of the Presbytery. That the 
Presbytery’s action in thus licensing two candidates 
for the ministry who are confessed agnostics is sim- 
ple anarchy, so far as obedience to the Constitution 
of the Presbyterian Church is concerned, is evident 
when it is remembered that in 1916 the General As- 
sembly definitely ordered that “each Presbytery in 
licensing . . . candidates should strictly observe the- 
declarations of the Confession of Faith in doctrinal 
matters,” and then enumerated the five “essential doc- 
trines” that were reaffirmed at Indianapolis last month, 
The 1916 Assembly then ordered the following: “Pres- 
byteries, therefore, are hereby enjoined not to license or 
ordain any candidates for the ministry whose views 
are not in accordance with this deliverance of 1910,” 
which deliverance named as essential the five doctrines, 


The Tragic Movement Away from the Faith 


_ A letter from a Presbyterian Sunday-school supers 
intendent who reads The Sunday School Times, ad< 

dressed to Mr. Philip E. Howard, President of The 
Sunday School Times Company, says ef the resolu- 

ee by the General Assembly against Br. 
osdick : 


The ecclesiastical machinery was largely opposed to it. 
It is no accident that the Liberal forces are in control 
in practically every great denomination. : . . I believe it 
is true to fact to say that, among the men generally rec- 
ognized as leaders in the religious movements of to-day, 
a constantly increasing proportion are to be counted on 
the side of modern interpretation of religious forces. ... . 
Those of us who are interested in the Liberal movement 
of the day are profoundly gratified that in a church gen- 
erally considered so conservative as the Presbyterian, such 
splendid evidence of liberal thought should be present. .. . 
the Church stamps itself in no uncertain way as to the 
direction of its thoughts. 


Yes, that is the tragedy of it. What this Presby- 
terian elder has written is unmistakably true, as to the 
increasing movement within the professing Christian 
Church away from the faith. The Modernists are, all 
unconsciously to themselves, fulfilling the God- 
+ mam infallible prophecies of the Word which they 

eny. 

Dr. Macartney, in his first sermon at home after the 
Assembly, said that it was the more difficult for those 
who stood for the old faith to bring their views for- 
ward prominently because, during the ‘entire Assembly 
up to the adoption of the final vital action, “every man 
that spoke, every man that prayed, spoke constantly 
of peace and unity.” Nothing must be done to dis- 
turb the peace, to break the unity! Modernists al- 
ways fail to recognize that there is no peace, there 
can be no unity, where irreconcilable differences ex- 
ist. As Mr. Bryan, speaking for the report which 
was finally accepted, said: “This is the real issue be- 
fore our church and every other church in the land. 
The disturbance of peace and unity is not important. 
Where in the life of Christ can you find any reference 
given to peace and unity in place of truth?” 

“T am come,” said our Lord, “to set a man at vari- 
ance against his father, and the daughter against her 
mother. . . . And a man’s foes shall be they of his 
own household.” When true unity has been destroyed 
by those who deny the faith, it is better to recognize 
and declare the facts that are causing the trouble than 
to seek to cover them up by a “peace at any price” 
policy of unfaithful toleration. As Dr. Macartney 
said, “In ne uncertain terms the Assembly has de- 
clared that the Presbyterian Church is not a Total- 
Toleration Society, but a church which is set for the 
defense of the truth.” How pathetic, and how futile, 
the reported prayer of Dr. Thomas Guthrie Speers, 
who with Dr. Fosdick is one of the ministers of the 
First Presbyterian Church of New York, when he 
commented on_ the Assembly’s action “and then prayed 
for ‘patience’ until the rest of the Church comes to 
believe in the ‘new Christianity.’ ” 


Thank God, there will always be at least a “rem- 
nant” of the Church which will never “believe in 
the ‘new Christianity.” For the present there seems 
little question that a considerable majority of both 
ministers and laymen, in most or all of the evangel- 
ical denominations, are true to the old faith and the 
whole faith. Their duty is clear. It has already been 
stated in these columns: 


Those who recognize that any impairment of the 
Christian faith in its entirety means disaster to the 
Church and to the world must stand, unflinchingly and 
openly, for that faith. 

They must protest against false teadhing. 

They must expose false teachers, and if possible in- 
sist upon their removal from places of trust and in- 
fluence. 

They must do everything in their power, by votes 
when they have them, by giving or withholding needed 
money, by speech public and private, above aH by 
prayer, to purify the Church of Christ. 
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Seventy-five Thousand Jews on American Farms 


The Hebrew getting back to sonship of the soil 





T IS a far cry from the old days in Europe, when 

Jews were forbidden by law to own land and were 

compelled to deal only in money or old clothes, to 
this modern time when seventy-five thousand Jews find 
their homes on the farming lands of the United States. 
This great change has come about very gradually at 
first, then rather suddenly in recent years. It was a 
hard wrench for the nation of small farmers in Pales- 
tine to be driven out from their lands and to wander 
over the earth, living always in cities and not knowin 
the sweet springs of existence in direct contact wit! 
the soil and the products of nature. But Jews have 
been drawn back slowly during the last century to life 
on the farm, 

4 


First Jewish Farm Colonies in Russia 


N THE recommendation of a commission ap- 

pointed in 1802 by Emperor Alexander I, seven 
colonies of Jewish farmers were founded in 1806 in 
the province of Kherson in Southern Russia. Other 
colonies were founded in course of time in various 
parts of Russia, and the Russian census of 1897 re- 
vealed in the Empire a total number of 40,611 Jews en- 
gaged in agriculture with over 150,000 souls depend- 
ent upon them for support, so that the Jewish farm 
population of Russia at that time was about 200,000. 
But the restrictions by government were so rigorous 
that many Jews left the farms for other pursuits. To 
improve conditions for these Jewish farmers, the Jew- 
ish Colonization Association established five agricul- 
tural schools for the children. 


First Farming Colony in Palestine 


‘i ~ oldest agricultural colony in Palestine is not 
Petach-Tikwah, as is generally supposed, but 
Mozah, a suburb of Jerusalem. It lies a few miles 
west of the city. In 1873 a few families were settled 
here on one hundred and twenty-seven acres of land. 
The colonists had a long struggle, but to-day the set- 
tlement is flourishing. It is one of the attractive visit- 
ing points for tourists. The farmers engage chiefly 
in truck gardening for the Jerusalem market and in 
grape culture. The Holy Land has not more than 
seventy agricultural colonies with a growing popula- 
tion of Hebrew-speaking Jews, which will one day 
form the backbone of the country’s power. 


Jewish Farmers in the United States 


HERE were Jewish farmers in this country even 

in colonial days. In 1837-42, a settlement of thir- 
teen Russian Jewish families struggled on land in Ul- 
ster County, New York, but finally gave up. It was 
too early for successful agricultural settlement by Jews. 
Other colonies sought life on the soil after the great 
immigration of Jews began from Russia in 1881. These 
too failed, all except three in southern New Jersey. 
Here and there through the country, individual farmers 
made progress and established themselves. _ 

Substantial advance was not made in planting Jews 
on the soil until it was taken up in an organized fash- 
ion. The Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid So- 
ciety of New York, formed in 1900, has done a vast 
amount of helpful work in aiding Jews to locate in 
the country. The latest report of this Society shows 
that there are Jewish farmers in every state of the 
Union. They have over 1,000,000 acres of land un- 
der cultivation, and their holdings are valued at $100,- 
000,000. This marks a big advance since the year 1900. 
But it marks also a tremendous transformation in the 
character of Jews, and one may well believe will play 
a great part in the later development of Palestine when 
these Jews will be transferred to the Holy Land. 


Progress of the Palestine Foundation Fund 


TTENTION was called in this department of The 

Sunday School Times, the issue of March 24, to 
the visit to this country of Dr. Weizmann, president 
of the World Zionist Organization, for the purpose 
of aiding the Jews in raising the sum of two million 
dollars for the Palestine Foundation Fund. This cam- 
paign is still going on and is meeting with much suc- 
cess. It was expected to finish the New York cam- 
paign May 29, the day which has been proclaimed 
“Palestine Day” for New York Jewry. By the middle 
of April the Jews of the country had raised fifty per- 
cent of the total sum required. The importance of 
this fund for Palestine is seen in the fact that a great 
part of all Zionist activity in rebuilding the Jewish 


National Home is dependent on it. Already the re- 
mittance of large sums of money to Palestine since 
the campaign began has greatly relieved the financial 
situation there among the Jews. Many teachers and 
others are dependent on this Fund. 


4 
Great Advance in Electrifying Palestine 


TH most important industrial undertaking for the 
Holy Land, the thing of fundamental significance 
for its development on industrial lines, is the Rutenberg 
Concession, which was granted by the British Govern- 
ment for seventy years to Pinchas Rutenberg, a Rus- 
sian Jewish engineer, for developing the water power 
of the Jordan and other streams of Palestine to fur- 
nish electric power and light to the whole land. By 
the registration of the Palestine Electric Corporation, 
Limited, and the securing of the first one million dol- 
lars capital for its work, this great project is at last 
firmly started. 

“The enterprise, the first step of which will absorb 
a million pounds and give employment to from three 
to five thousand persons for several years, is of no little 
economic value to the country at this period of “crisis,” 
says the Palestine Weekly. “A further million pounds 
entering the land is no mean benefit to Palestine. 
Jaffa and its environs will be the first to profit. At 
present, it uses engines with a total capacity of three 
thousand horse power, at a cost of approximately sixty 
pounds per horse power per annum. Under the Ruten- 
berg scheme, the Palestine Electric Corporation will be 
able to furnish the same power at half the cost, which 
means a saving to Jaffa and the surrounding colonies 
of at least 100,000 pounds a year.” 

The new company has built a power plant at Tel- 
Aviv, just north of Jaffa, deriving power from the 
Auja River, and already it has laid its cables under 
Allenby Street, in Tel-Aviv, and elsewhere, and will 
be ready to furnish power by about July 1. It is 
hoped that within one or two years thé greater part of 
the Rutenberg project, which includes great develop- 
ment in the Jordan Valley, will be realized. 


ye 
North Palestine Added to British Mandate 


HEN the boundary between the French and Brit- 

ish mandates for Syria and Palestine respectively 
was delimitated, France claimed certain territory of 
Upper Galilee, along the Litany River, that Pinchas 
Rutenberg felt was essential to his hydraulic project. 
For this reason, and because the Jews had important 
settlements in the region, the mixed boundary com- 
mission has decided that it is properly a part of Pales- 
tine. The Jews feel that they have gained a great 
victory, both for sentimental and practical reasons. 
It is one of the peculiar results of the Great War that 
the strange cessions of territory should make the Sea 
of Galilee in part a French lake, as’ the boundary of 
their mandate for Syria includes the eastern shore of 
that sea. When the great Redeemer of Israel returns 








More than twenty-six hundred archeological sites in 
Palestine have now been officially registered. 


A beautiful mosaic floor, covered with designs and in- 
scriptions, was found by an Arab at Beersheba while dig- 
ging a foundation for his house. 


Eleven hundred Jewish immigrants arrived in Palestine 
during March and rine hundred and sixty-nine in April, 
according to the official figures. With Jews all over the 
world demanding visas for Palestine, the immigration 
should be much larger. 


Forty-four Dutch cows have just been imported into the 
Holy Land by the Milkmen’s and Dairymen’s Union of 
Jerusalem, says the Palestine Weekly. Each cow has a 
record of its birth, number of years, color of skin, and 
pedigree. 

Sixty-three thousand tree plants were recently planted on 
the sand dunes at Acre, and seven hundred dunams of 
dune land were planted with Ammophila grass. One hun- 
dred thousand timber and shade tree plants have been sold, 
according to the Commercial Bulletin of the Palestine Gov- 
ernment. 


Representatives of the Palestine Arab Movement have 
been invited to a Congress of the Arab populations 
throughout the East to be held at Mecca, says a cable 
dispatch from Jerusalem. The Congress is being called by 
King Hussein of Hedjas for the purpose of creating a 
pan-Arab union. 


“I hope that Jerusalem will yet become the seat of the 
League of Nations,” declared Lord Robert Cecil to a Jew- 
ish reporter as he sailed for England April 28. “I have 
always believed that the city in which the prophet Isaiah 
first proclaimed the idea of world peace is the ideal center 
for the League of Nations, whence its influence for peace, 
good will, and amity will radiate throughout the world.” 





By Thomas M. Chalmers 





to earth, he will make short work of all mandates and 
all Gentile trespassing on the Land of Promise. 


w 
The Languages of Palestine 


Ts recent census of the Holy Land revealed that 
forty different tongues are spoken in that country. 
Of course Arabic is the chief tongue. Next is the 
Hebrew, and it is most interesting to learn that 80,396 
Jews claimed this as their mother-tongue. This is 
nearly ninety-six percent of the total Jewish popula- 
tion, and shows a great advance in the use of the an- 
cient speech of David and the prophets. It is true 
that many of the older people have much difficulty 
with the Hebrew, but this language is the coming 
speech of the Jews in their own land. The number 
using English is given as 3,098, including the British 
garrison and officials. Those speaking French are 
listed at 716. 


Vd 
Passing of Judge Sulzberger. 


RMER Judge Mayer Sulzberger, a noted jurist 
and scholar, died at his home in Philadelphia, April 
20, near the eightieth year of his age. Judge Sulz- 
berger was active for more than half a century in 
Jewish affairs. He was one of the founders of the 
Young Men’s Hebrew Association. He was an author- 
ity in Oriental literature, and also an accomplished 
linguist, knowing German, French, Hebrew, Greek, 
Latin, and Arabic. 
we 


Vacation Pupils Roam Palertine 


O BE a school child in so small a land as Pales- 

tine, filled with many varied features of mountain, 
plain, rivers, and valleys, and glorified with the charm 
of forty centuries of history, must possess distinct 
advantages. Something of this is shown in the fol- 
lowing extract from the Palestine “Letter” of the 
New Palestine in its issue of May 4: 

“This is the nicest time to tour the country, and 
the many visitors who are here for Passover are see- 
ing the colonies at their best. There is pasture for 
the animals now, the trees are full and green, the fra- 
grant orange scent is everywhere and the date palm is 
beginning to bear fruit. For choice Palestine should 
certainly be visited in the spring. During the present 
school vacation scores of parties of pupils set out for 
excursions in Judea and Upper and Lower Galilee. 
Accompanied by their teachers these tours are made 
instructive and interesting, and what is very important, 
the young people gain a practical knowledge of the 
features of their own country. This increases their 
love for its valleys and hills, brooks and dales; his- 
tory becomes fascinating; and there is less inclination 
to yield to the wanderlust that @r.yws youths away 
from us on completing their studies.” 


bd 
Arab-Jewish Relations Improving 


FTER a long period of strained relations between 

the Arabs and Jews in the Holy Land, there ap- 
pears to be some improvement. Sir Martin Convey, 
member of Parliament, returned recently from Pales- 
tine and gave a statement of present conditions, in 
which he declared that the relations between the two 
races are changing for the better. He said that dur- 
ing his stay in Palestine he had not noticed any of 
that bitter feeling about which there has been so much 
talk in the newspapers. The new Jewish immigrants, 
he said, are not a disturbing factor in Palestine. He 
felt that there is room in Palestine for both Jew and 


Arab. 

The Political Director of the Zionist Organiza- 
tion in Palestine, Lieutenant-Colonel F. H. Kisch, in 
an interview reported in the New Palestine, was asked 
if there was any justification for the statement that 
the political situation had improved, particularly as re- 
gards Arab-Jewish relations. He answered that there 
are a number of signs of such improvement, one be- 
ing the increasing dissatisfaction among important 
Arabs with the policy pursued by the present Arab 
leaders. Further, the Arab business man is becom- 
ing convinced that all this agitation interferes with 
economic development. “The banks tell me,” said 
Colonel Kisch, “that their Arab clients have begun to 
understand that. There is no doubt that the fear of 
Zionism which at first may have been genuine is dis- 
appearing gradually. It was never deep, and was due 
to exaggeration and the exuberance of our early col- 
onists.” 


New Yorke Cry. 
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When Belgium’s Evangelized Evangelize 


Colporteur Michiels’ joy over his “ firstfruits ” 
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them, care Belgian 


work of this mission id be sent to 


VERY day the great doors of the Mission at 
E 17 Rue du Gouvernement Provisoire in Brussels 

swing open and they issue forth— the little 
band of colporteurs and evangelists. Perhaps it is a 
group of the men students from the Bible School on 
their way to the Bois, where they seat themselves on 
the grass and begin to sing. Soon they will be sur- 
rounded by the curious Belgian crowd, and then they 
will preach the Gospel and offer for sale the New 
Testament in French and Flemish. 

Or there will be another group off to spend the 
day at the market in a near-by town, where all day 
long they will offer their wares —the Word of Life. 
They will come back to report of the hundreds lis- 
tening attentively to the messages and of the hundreds 
of New Testaments sold. 

Perhaps it is a group of three,— Messrs. Macors, 
DeWorm, and Chielens, who are starting off for a 
week’s colportage and open-air meetings in the neigh- 
borhood of Namur, which is Macors’ birthplace. This 
is their vacation time, but they are happy to use it 
thus for the Master. In fact, they have been beseech- 
ing us for weeks for the privilege of making this evan- 

elistic pilgrimage. Chielens is a very new believer, 

ut his is a mighty faith, and he bears a fearless wit- 

ness for his Lord. He has made proof of his ministry 
already. Even before admitted to our ranks, so keen 
was his desire to preach Jesus Christ, that wherever 
he could get a crowd around him he began to preach 
his new-found Saviour and Lord. 

Or perhaps there may be seen leaving the Mission 
doors, after a visit to the bookstore at the rear, one 
of our full-time colporteurs, M. Jules Michiels, with 
his heavy bundle of Scriptures and tracts—a quiet, 
unassuming man, but one of God’s children who knows 
how to win souls, One of his stories is so beautiful 
that I must pass it on. 


“The last Thursday of April I was on the tram on 
the way to a weekly meeting. A woman whom I had 
met previously sat opposite me. In order to be sure 
that she was the same woman, I pulled out my Bible 
and began to read. Then she recognized me also, and 
spoke to me as follows: ‘Sir, are you not the man 
who came last winter to Anderbeck to sell Testaments 
and Gospels?’ 

“This happened to be true, for in December I worked 
in the hamlet of La Roue and had brought there the 
Word of God. The woman told me that I had spoken 
in her house concerning the saying power of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. I had then also prayed with them and 
tears had been shed by this woman. Since that mem- 
orable day, which had been very decisive for her, we 
had not seen each other. Now husband and wife are 
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What Do You Think of Papini’s 
Life of Christ? 


The test living Italian writer, until recently a bitter 
atheist, Ce wchne o Life of Christ. 

Literary men are: hailing it as a masterpiece. 

The Ameiican translation ran through seven large print- 
ings in one month; the work is translated into a dozen dif- 
ferent languages. 


The Boston Herald calls it ** The greatest book of the . 
year, perhaps of many years,” and other secular and religious 








journals are giving the same verdict 

A great Christian leader commends the book in these 
words: “Only a scoffer, newly converted to the truth as it is 
in Jesus Christ, with a supreme literary gift, could write 
such a book as this.” ' 

A Modernist magazine writer says the book is one that 
the modern mind has been waiting for; that it has opened 
“the prison door and let Jesus out into His world.” 


Do you know the truth about Papini’s Life of Christ ? 
If a member of your Sunday-school class, or one of your 
friends should ask you whether it is a book that every 
Christian ought to have, could you give an intelligent 


answer ? 


The leading editorial in next week's issue af The Sun- 
day School Times will discuss this new, startling, impres- 
sive work in a way that may give you your answer. 


conferences, All communications should be addressed to 
Mission, 80 ‘ord Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. Gifts for the 
G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


‘children of God, and since five months have gone 


to weekly meetings held by a Flemish pastor. 

“You can imagine how tears of joy gushed out of 
my eyes when I heard this story out of the mouth 
of the woman. I thank God that he has graciously 
used me as his instrument to bring this husband and 
wife to their Lord and Saviour. 

“These are the firstfruits, as far as I know, that I 
have been able to enjoy here in the work that I have 
done through Him and for him. I ask that the Lord 
give me more of these blessed moments, because they 
encourage me and give me liberty and the desire to 
overcome in his work which he has entrusted to me. 

Let us pray that these newly-born children may 
grow into perfection in the fear and knuwledge of 
the Lord. God gives us here a proof that we do not 
work in vain, and it is an encouragement for all those 
who work in the Lord’s Vineyard not to faint, but to 
overcome in labor and this is most helpful to me. 

“I hope with the help of the Lord to bring more 
souls to Jesus; this is the wish of my heart. May 
God make it true!” 


Perhaps it is the man of God who represents the 
Mission at Dour and Warquignies, up in the black 
country of Belgium, the mining district. He, too, must 
speak to you himself, of some of the thiags he is see- 
ing at his two posts of service, where the good hand 
of God is blessedly upon him. 


“The work in the two posts, Warquignies and Dour, 
goes ahead with much encouragement. These people, 
kept in ignorance through the teaching of Catholicism, 
which has now thrown them into socialism, need to 
hear the Gospel in all its simplicity. We thank God 
that the light is driving away the darkness in many 
families. The meetings which were held for a few 
days by M. Dentan gave an opportunity to a newly- 
converted soul to give her testimony publicly, and 
though she speaks usually very bad French she spoke 
it with ease that evening. What she said was this: 


“I was a Catholic, brought up to practise my re- 
ligion and went regularly to confess to the priest till 
the age of nineteen. I married arid my husband, who 
was a socialist and an enemy of religion, caused me 
much suffering on this subject. I had my children 
baptized secretly, and was still in this state of ig- 
norance when I lost two sons towards the end of the 
war. Eight months ago I was invited to attend a 
meeting in the tent at Warquignies, where I heard the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and the light broke on me. 
continued to go to the meetings which followed the 
tent conferences and I tried to apply to myself all that 
I heard in order to transform my life. Yesterday 
when these words Sounded in my ears, “To-day I must 
abide at thy house’ I received the. Lord and am happy.” 


This friend invited her friends and acquaintances 
to take a meal in her house the next day, and she again 
gave her testimony. Her husband is now reading the 
Bible, and we think that he is not far from the King- 
dom of Heaven. 

We have visited lately a woman seventy-three years 
of age, a Catholic also, who told us her painful his- 
tory. Her husband died during the war, and her only 
daughter was killed at her side, by a shell, four days 
before the Armistice was signed. The same shell de- 
stroyed the doors and the ceiling of her house, and she 
has lived all alone for two years almost without shel- 
ter over her head. Three weeks ago she received a 
visit from the priest, whose first words were not to 
ask how she was getting on, but to say on entering: 
“It seems, Isoline, that you are going to the meetings 
at the Rue de la Paix?” 

“Well,” she replied, “they only talk there of God 
and Jesus Christ.” 

“But the head priest is not pleased.” 

“Oh, well,” said the old woman, “if he is not pleased, 
I am, and if they had a meeting every dav, I should 
go every day!” 

“You are going to be put out of Our Holy Mother 
of Rosaries [a Catholic society],” said the priest. 

“You can do just as you like. I shall go where I 
get some good, and where I understand all that is said.” 

“And what do they say in these meetings?” 

“Won't you come yourself and listen, M. le Curé, 
and then you will know.” 

In her ignorance she was giving the same testi- 
mony as Philip: “Come and see” (John 1:46). She 
had saved up enough, a half-penny at a time, to buy 
herself a. hymn-book. Having bought it the day be- 
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fore our visit she said to us: “I have done nothing to- 
day until I had read the whole of my book.” The 
woman whose story I have told you earlier in this let- 
ter has bought her a beautiful Bible as a token of 
gratitude for her own conversion. 

All this is the result and the fruit of the prayers of 
the saints, and we thank those who pray for us with 
all our hearts. May I pass on this beautiful story 
just as it was written to us by one of our workers in 
Antwerp? ; 


“Last Wednesday afternoon Miss White and I went 
to visit some of the women who were not at our 
weekly meeting. The first one we saw was a little 
woman, converted a few weeks ago during a series of 
meetings held by Mr. Parmentier. She» had been a 
Roman Catholic, and for three years had sought’ some- 
thing which she could not find in her own church, 
She had no peace and felt it must be her own fault, 
—that she was not fit to get the blessing she was 
seeking, though she tried in every way possible to find 


it. 

“She lives just across the road from our meeting hall, 
and one day she saw a large notice announcing Mr, 
Parmentier’s meetings. She spoke about these meet- 
ings to her friends, who told her that the people who 
came to that hall came only to make grimaces, and 
she was disappointed to find that after all it was only 
a gathering of fools. 

“She became more unhooay than ever, and deter- 
mined to make one more effort to find peace in her 
own church by going to confession. She assured us 
that she tried to do this with a pure heart, for some 
months previously God had shown her that she was a 
sinner. She felt her own personal sin and was seek- 
ing for a personal Saviour. 

“One evening, going out for a walk with her chil- 
dren, her eyes fell again on the notice of the meetings 


and she entered the hall. Her first thought was to.. 


look around and see what kind of people were sitting 
there, and she was amazed to see that every one was 
looking and listening with great attention to a man 
who was speaking from the platform: She listened, 
too, and after a very few minutes she discovered that 
that man was proclaiming what she had so long been 
seeking. It was the Gospel, it was Jesus whom she 
needed for her soul, and that night she accepted Christ 
as her personal Saviour. 

“She told us that ever since then she has been so 
happy — more than she could tell. ‘And I am living 
up in the skies,’ are her own words. ‘The first two 
weeks I could not do my work—everything was 
changed, the streets and the tramcars did not seem 
to be the same, and even now I have sometimes to 
stop my work and sit down to think about my great 
blessing and happiness.’ 

“It is no easy thing for her to confess her Master 
among her relatives. Her own mother tells her that 
she is breaking her heart, but our friend is deter- 
mined to go on, cost what it may, and live for Him.” 


And so we do not mind the trials of the way, nor 
the problems and difficulties which press sometimes 
almost to heart-break, when alongside of them we see 
such tokens of God’s working and of his blessing! 


BrusseEts, BELcium. 


From a Layman’s Greek Testament. 
By Ernest Gordon ‘| 


And the house was filled with the odor of the 
ointment (John 12:3). 


a HE odor of the Bethany supper, osmes, suggests 
the perfume of the millennial age as the stench of 
death, ozei (John 11: 39) that of our present evil age. 
I am writing these notes in Nova Scotia. “The might 
of the summer is over the land.” An old sea cap- 
tain has just dilated on the loveliness of the odor of 
new-mown hay to sailors coming up the long stretch 
— meadow-bordered — of St. Mary’s Bay after a tedi- 
ous and sometimes hard cruise. So will be the aroma 
of that coming age when Christ is king and his peo- 
ple are at home with the Lord. 

One loves to think that as the resurrection of Laz- 
arus prefigured the final resurrection, so the supper at 
Bethany was typical of the Lamb’s Bridal Supper. 
Those who are dead and raised are represented by 
Lazarus, those “alive at’ his coming” by the sisters, 
and Christ is in the midst. Without “unduly press- 
ing the udders of Scripture” to borrow Archbishop 
Ussher’s expression, might one not trace the parallel a 
step farther and compare Martha with the toiling 
church on earth and Mary with the adoring church 
above ? 


For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout (1 Thess. 4:16). 


In a shout rather than with a shout,—a shout so 
mighty and all-pervading and all-embracing as to be 
almost an element like ether —a sea of command to 
the dead of the centuries and of the continents. For 












































Lesson for July & Matthew 1:18 to 2:12; 12 : 46-50; 
Luke 1 : 26-56; 2: 1-523; John 2: 1-11; 19 : 25-27 


this keleusma, shout, is not a mere explosion of sound, 
but is the shout of a commander. It is the infinitely 
multiplied phone megale, the loud voice, with which 
—- was summoned back from the kingdom of 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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The Victorious Life 





Progress at Keswick 
ILE it has been found impossible to get Kes- 
wick, N. J., ready for the Eastern Victorious Life 
Conference this year, there will be no let up in the 
rt ag for making it a Bible Conference Center. 
he plan now is to have it ready in 1924, not only 
for holding Victorious Life Conferences, but for en- 
tertaining any sound Bible Conferences. Carpenters 
are pushing the building of Victory Hall, the new 
dormitory. The total amount in gifts and pledges is 
$13,836.52, while something like $18,000 is yet needed 
to prowde the minimum equipment. Gifts from $1 up 
are gratefully received. Contributions or pledges may 
be sent to B. F. Culp, Treasurer, 80 Stafford Build- 
ing, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, and pamphlets 
will be sent, if requested, describing proposed plans, 
and giving photographs of the natural beauties of the 
place. 
Me 


Calendar of Conferences 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept informed of, 
and to pray for, meetings addressed by members or 
speakers of the Victorious Life Testimony. It will be 
noted that some of the meetings here listed are Victorious 
Life Confer " ducted by the Victorious Life Testi- 
mony, while other meetings here listed are not in con- 
nection with such conferences, but are addressed by indi- 
vidual speakers of the Victorious Life Testimony. 


Lake Odessa, Mich., July 5-8.—Victorious Life messages 
by Charles G. Trumbull at the Lake Odessa Bible Con- 
ference. Mr. Trumbull will’ speak in the evening of July 
5; afternoon of July 6; evening of July 7; and morning and 
afternoon of July 8 Meals $1.05 and beds 50 cents per 
night. For further information write to Mrs. H. H. Newell, 
McKeesport, Pa. 


Stony Brook, Long Island, July 14-22.—Eastern Victorious 
Life Conferénce. Rates for board and room for the con- 
ference period have been fixed at $3 for registration, $15 
per person for a room containing three or more, $18 ‘per 
person for a room containing two. Special rates will be 
quoted for single rooms, and for rooms outside the hotels. 
Full information may be had by addressing the Victorious 
Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 


Knowlton, Quebec, Can., July 23-30.—Knowlton Victorious 
Life Conference. Further information may be had by ad- 
dressing the Victorious Life Testimony, Room 80, Stafford 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Connelly Springs, N. C., August 1-8.—Victorious Life mes- 
sages will be given by Charles G. Trumbull at the Con- 
nelly Springs Camp Meeting. A beautiful woodland, near 
the famous Connelly Mineral Spring. Motto: “Christ makes 
‘free indeed.’” Board and rooms from $1 to $2.50 per day. 
For further information write to the Rev. Jim Green, Con- 
nelly Springs, N. C 

Linwood Park, Ohio, August 13-19.—Middle West Victori- 
ous Life Conference. Further information may be had by 
addressing the Victorious Life Testimony, Room 80, Staf- 
ford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 











Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 

















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I’m a girl in the twenties and have 
a girl friend about my own age, and I dearly love her 
and would sacrifice anything for her. She seems quite 
friendly when I go to her place or she to mine. But when 
I am out with her among other people and at church, she 
will never even look at me. What should I do? Treat 
her the same? Sometimes I feel like doing it, then I think 
it is not a Christian spirit and I have a good many cries 
over it—SAD-HEARTED GIRL. 


Y DEAR GIRL, friendship — of the real, true kind 

— is unselfish; it is not suspicious and never looks 

for flaws; it never weighs its offerings of love or af- 
fection, they flow from a heart that seeks nothing in 
return. It loves to do and give unrecompensed. 
True friendship knows nothing of jealousy. Ex- 
amine your heart and see truly what are your feelings 
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for this other one, and upon what are they based. 
What is the magnet which draws you near her or 
makes you want to be in her society? 

As a Christian girl who has the Spirit of Christ 
dwelling in her you cannot afford to do the mean act 
which you feel is done to you, but rather by kindness 
“heap coals of fire” on her head, that you may prove 
the indwelling of His Spirit. 

Do you pray for this friend? The power of in- 
tercessory prayer cannot be estimated; pray for her 
according to Matthew 5: 38-48. 


My dear Mether Ruth: I wish I might have had you 
for an adviser years ago. My own mother has been very 
good to me and has tried to help me, especially in some 
difficult times, but I must be queer or different. 

I am twenty-seven, the only one at home of a family of 
five children. For a number of years I really believed 
that the place where God wanted me to be was at home. 
Now I do not know what to believe. 

About a year ago a widower who has two boys showed 
me that he was interested in me. I think of him so much, 
and like to be with him, but do not believe that I love him. 

Sometimes I think I am utterly selfish, and unable to 
love any one but myself. I might give him up, if it is 
God’s will, but only to have thoughts of him return. What 
shall I do?—PUZZLED GIRL. 


Y DEAR PUZZLED GIRL, no, you are neither 
queer nor different, except in the way that God 
has made every one of us to be individuals with our 






] +In missions, stewardship, and 


T IS one of the requirements for a front line Sun- 
day-school that missionary instruction be given at 
least once a month. But if this instruction consists 


_merely of stories of missionary heroes — excellent as 


this is in itself —there is danger. that the pupils may 
not make the personal connection. The most profitable 
form of missionary teaching is that which will link 
the individual life of each child with the world-wide 
responsibility in the world-field. That this teaching 
may have the psychological benefit of constant repeti- 
tion, it is suggested that each month, as a part of the 
missionary program, the children learn to recite in 
concert the Missionary Creed given below. This 
Creed is so short and so simple that the youngest child 
can learn and understand it; and yet so comprehensive 
that mature minds will feel that it covers the entire 
missionary duty of the church. 


Our Missionary Creed 
“The business of our church and the business of 


our Sunday-school is to tell EVERYBODY EVERYWHERE 
about Jesus Christ until HE comes.” 


—Margaret M, Gibbons, Clark’s Summit, Pa, 
ye 


How to Hold Boys 


R. J. N. Davis of Parsons, Kan., is doing a 

unique piece of work with boys. Some time ago 
he started out to pick up the boys in his vicinity who 
were not in Sunday-school. His first attempt met with 
failure. He found the boys would not come to the 
church because of lack of proper clothes. Then he 
tried a new pian. This time they were invited to come 
to his home: First six came; then twelve; twenty; 
and finally eighty. 

The program covers definite Bible class work, with 
social and recreational features on the side. From this 
group of boys, two have already united with the 
church.—Elizabeth Williams Sudlow, Rock Island, Ill. 


Pe 
Business Houses and the Sunday-School 


VERY impressive exhibit dwelling on the value of 

Sunday-school connections in business references 
was recently-exploited by an enterprising superintend- 
ent, who arranged a special bulletin-board on which 
all forms of actual employment application blanks 
were pinned. There were printed forms of the appli- 
cations required by banks, several from manufacturing 
firms, two from insurance companies, one from a 
wholesale house, and six or seven miscellaneous ones. 
The outstanding feature of this exhibit of application 
blanks was found in an underscored line in each one 
—the line which requested the applicant to fill in the 
name of his church or Sunday-school. 

Out of the sixteen printed blanks displayed, fifteen 
directly required that the applicant state what church 
or Sunday-school he attended, while the sixteenth — 
one from a bank—read: What Sunday-schools have 
you attended, and how long have you been a member? 
Also state whether you are a member of any church. 
The superintendent when arranging these blanks on 
his bulletin-board underscored each line bearing on this 
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own personalities and lives, that can be guided safely 
only by his hand. He made us, and “He knoweth us 
better than we know ourselves.” 

That another life has touched yours closely is no 
accident, for “accidents never befall the children of 
God.” If we are in his keeping, he will allow nothing 
to touch us, except by his will. Read Romans 8: 28. 

My dear, don’t Pry move to marry any one unless 
you know from that it is His will, The man 
may have his thought as to God’s will, but let no one 
interpret His will for you. God is able and wants 
to lead you and give you his will, therefore do not be 
Satisfied until you have a clear, strong conviction as 
to the path you are to take. If you do not know what 
to do, do nothing but wait upon God! He will make 
it plain. And until he does, I say again, to emphasize 
— Do nothing! You must have God’s mind to act. 

Married life can be a heaven below and of the high- 
est joy when mated by God, but it can be the very 
opposite when taken into one’s own hands, and not led 
of the Spirit. 

To be the mother of two boys, you should more 
than ever be sure God calls you to the privilege and 
duty. Wait on God until you are strong and clear in 
your decision as to what He wants you to do, then 
there will be no regrets for either of you. A peculiar 
thing about married life is that if both are not happy, 
neither can’ be, and no one can lead you aright but God 
himself. Wait on him! 






The Sunday School Timer 


question with a red pencil. He also added a letter re- 
ceived from the president of an insurance company, 
who in a typewritten message accompanying a sample 
copy of the application blank used by his concern, 
wrote: “We always prefer young men with good 
church or Sunday-school connections, and in this re- 
spect I might say that if three applicants appeared for 
one position and only_one of the applicants had church 
references we should give him preference.” 

At the top of this bulletin lay-out the superintend- 
ent added this sign: What business houses think of 
Sunday-school references. The application blanks 
were secured by the superintendent himself, who ‘wrote 
to the leading business and manufacturing concerns 
in his city requesting a sample copy, and explaining 
his reasons therefor. He had no trouble in securing 
an immediate response, along with many good let- 
ters. Not all the applications blanks received bore 
such a line, but over eighty percent of them did. The 
various letters he received from local officials in con- 
nection with his request are sufficient to make a later 
bulletin exhibit. 

And further to impress the pupils of his Sunday- 
school with the real value of being associated with a 
Sunday-school he intends to maintain this exhibit for 
some time, securing additional application blanks froni 
out-of-town concerns of high standing. The same 
plan will also be tried to impress the yotn* women 
of his Sunday-school with the value of such affiliations, 
When this plan is exhausted he plans to take up some 
other angle applying to the worth-whileness of Sun* 
day-school membership, exploiting the “evidence” in 
a similar way.—Clarence T. Hubbard, Hartford, Conn. 


A Way to Train Church Givers 


5 children of to-day are to be the church sup- 
porters of to-morrow. This is the conviction of 
the Olivet Presbyterian Church of Moore, Pa. They 
bring no special pressure to push the finances, but 
every Sunday the members of the Sabbath-school are 
asked to give as the Lord has prospered them and it 
is understood every cent brought in is to go to some- 
thing to further the Lord’s work. 

The following report of the Sunday-school placed 
on the chart in the church auditorium each Sunday 
where each church attendant can see it at morning and 
evening services plays an important part in keeping the 
average offerings well up. 

Among a people of average wealth, with no rich 
members, a very common temporary church building 
—this is what the chart said last Sunday as to the 
Sunday-school report: 


Attendance to-day ..').\....164 Total offerings to-day ..$15.70 
Attendance last Sunday ..162 Offerings last Sunday .. 14.60 
Attendance a year ago ...150 Offerings a year ago .. 12.25 


A posted daily report such as this and these assem- 
bled into monthly reports to be sent home to each fam- 
ily will bring almost any school’s average offering 
from three to four cents for each attendant up to nearly 
ten cents for each attendant, where this report shows 
Olivet’s to be: Try it—Hugh Cork. 
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For Children at Home 


New Testament Arithmetic Problems 


Suggested by Keith L. Brooks 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles 


The Purpose of the Problems 


To give you practise in locating Scripture. 

To fix in your mind some important Bible numbers. 

To refresh your memory on some familiar Bible stories, 

To lead you to some helpful facts about the Bible. 

To try you out in addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 


division. 
Problem 6 


A?P to the number of silver pieces for which Jesus 
was sold (Matt. 26:15) the sum of the number 
of days Jesus was seen after his passion (Acts 1: 3) 
and the age of Jesus when he began his ministry 
(Luke 3: 23) and divide this by the number of silver 
pieces a woman had (Luke 15:8), subtracting from 
this the number of commandments on which hang 
all the law and the prophets (Matt. 22:40), and you 
will get the number of the chapter in the Book of 
Romans which is called “the Victory Chapter.” 
Which chapter is it? 








Another Peter Changes His Name 
By Mrs. Louise Stone Mayberry 


Teachers of younger classes may find this story heipial 

in teaching the lesson, ‘Simon Peter,” which will be 

treated in the lesson helps in next week's Suniay 
Schoul Times. 


HE fire in the grate burned brightly and looked 

very inviting to Peter Randolph as he entered the 

cozy sitting-room one stormy winter day. It had 
been a dark, dreary day, and Peter felt cross and 
gloomy. 

Only two months before, the Randolphs had come 
to live in the small white house in the small town of 
Graylock. It had been very hard for Peter to give up 
thé beautiful home in the city where he had lived ever 
since he could remember. He had not been very pa- 
tient about the changed conditions and made his par- 
ents very sad. 

This evening he felt especially rebellious and an- 
swered his mother’s cheery “Hello” with a surly grunt. 

Dropping down on to the floor before the grate he 
stared into the fire. 

“I wish we could go back to the city. I hate this 
| and everybody in it,” he said as he watched the 

mes. His mother did not speak at once, then putting 
hag her work she came and sat in a low chair beside 

m. 
“What is wrong, now, Peter?” 

“Oh, everything. There isn’t a boy here that I like. 
They call me names and—and I hate the school, 
teachers and all.” 

“What do the boys call you, Peter?” 

. Peter bit his lip and glanced quickly at his mother. 
She was looking at him with that half-understanding 
expression on her face, and he knew that she was not 
surprised. 

“They call me Peter the Great,” he stammered. 

“Have you said or done anything to call forth that 
name?” 

That was a question that he would rather not have 
answered. 

“Well, you know, I have lived in the city and seen 
and done so many things that the rest never have. 
When we play games, I try to show them how we did 
in the city, but they don’t want to learn. They just 
laugh and look at each other, and that makes me so 
made I can’t help fighting.” 

“What is wrong with my boy, I wonder. Do you 
Suppose you would enjoy playing with a boy who 
felt as though he knew more than you? Join into 
the games with the rest, and forget how much you 
know. Teach them to like you first and the rest will 
be easy. Try being Peter the Rock, and they will 
forget about Peter the Great.” 

“Who is Peter the Rock?” asked the boy. “That 
sounds like a story. Is it?” 

“You have studied about Peter in your Sunday- 
school lessons, haven’t you?” 

“Yes, but he was a great preacher. I thought maybe 
you meant somebody like me.” 

“Peter was not always a great preacher, and he was 
very much like you. I have often thought that you 
were well named. 

“The disciple Peter was, like yot, always wanting 
to do something great. He had a good heart, but he 
was very impulsive and often’ acted before he thought 
of the consequences. He was always making promises. 
Do you remember that just before Christ was taken 
by the soldiers to be crucified, Peter told him that he 
would gladly die for him? And Christ’s answer was 
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that before the cock crowed in the morning, Peter 
would deny his master three times. 

“Then the soldiers came and took Jesus away, and 
Peter followed. When they came to the house of the 
High Priest, they built a fire and gathered around it 
to warm. Peter stood with the rest by the fire. Three 
times they asked him if he was not a follower of this 
accused man, and each time he declared that he did 
not know him. Just as he denied the third time he 
heard the cock crowing in a near-by court. Then 
heedless Peter remembered. He had not meant to 
deny Christ. He had even offered to die for him. It 
was too late now, and he knew as he looked at his 
Friend that he had hurt him more than had the cords 
of the whip with which the soldiers had struck him. 

“But when Christ had called Peter a rock he had 
not been mistaken in the man, and now the determina- 
tion to make good took possession of him. He went 
forth, preaching and teaching the people, fearing noth- 
ing daring everything.” 

rs. Randolph stopped speaking and Peter turned 
to the fire. When he looked around a few minutes 
later his mother was gone and he could smell the sup- 
per cooking. 

For some time the memory of that story stayed 
with him, but as the days went by he forgot. He was 
a trouble-maker in school, fee his overbearing ways 
and quick temper kept things always stirred up. Strange 
to say, he was just as sure to escape ishment as he 
was to get some one else into trouble. He kept the 
teachers watching, and although they felt sure that 
he was at the bottom of the tricks and general air of 
unrest they could not prove it. 

One day there was so much confusion in the Junior 
High room that the teacher.could not keep the atten- 
tion of her pupils at all. What was causing the trou- 
ble she*could not tell, but as usual she felt sure that 
Peter was to blame. Something must be done though, 


' so calling him to her desk, she told him to report at 


the professor’s office after school. 

When school was dismissed, Peter walked into the 
superintendent’s office with his usual air of innocence 
and indifference. Professor Smith turned to him with 
more than his usual firmness. 

“Peter,” he began, “I am getting tired of this. This 
is the third time that you have been sent to me with 
the charge of causing a general disturbance in the 
school. Each time you have denied that you knew 
anything about the trouble, and I suppose you are 
ready to deny again.” 

“Three times,” “ready to deny again,” — those words 
brought back the memory of the story of Peter the 
Rock. Peter’s face grew red and he straightened his 
shoulders as though ready for combat. The other Peter 
had gone out to meet suffering and even death. He 
had feared nothing except to deny again. This would 
mean punishment, too. Peter silently prayed for help. 
After all he could be Peter the Rock. He took a 
step toward the professor and met his glance without 
flinching. F ; 

“No, Professor Smith, I am hot going to deny this 
time. I am to blame, and I have been every-time. I 
am sorry.” : : 

Professor Smith was ready for the denial, but this 
straightforward confession was something entirely 
new. He looked at the boy in surprise, but Peter’s 
eyes did not waver. ; 

“Peter, I never heard a more manly confession from 
any one. I can not punish a boy who will speak like 
that. Let’s shake hands and resolve to do our best, 
beth of us, to make our school what it should be. The 
teachers need our help.” . 

As Peter put his hand into that of his professor 
his heart thrilled, he knew that this time he had been 
truly Peter the Rock. ; 


MaAtvern, Iowa. 








A Letter from an Interpreter 


te 

















RtApees of The Sunday School Times may re- 
call an editorial article that appeared in. these 
columns in the summer of 1920, entitled “While the 
Interpreter Speaks,” in which the Editor, Charles 
Gallaudet Trumbull, told of his first experiences in 
speaking through an interpreter_at a meeting in 
Osaka, Japan, while on the Far East trip which he 
and Dr. Griffith Thomas and Mrs. Trumbull were 
making together. ‘ 
This interpreter was a consecrated young Chris- 
tian Japanese minister, the Rev. Tetsuji Tsuchiyama. 
As the two men were preparing together for the mes- 
sage, by prayer. and conversation, on the subject of 
“The Life That Wins,” or “The Life That Is 
Christ,” the Japanese Christian discovered that the 
translation .of Philippians 1:21 in his edition of the 
Japanese Testament, was inaccurate, as it read, To 
me to live is for the sake of Christ.” This did not 
agree with the Scriptural truth the American was 
giving: Then the interpreter found a revised Jap- 
anese Testament, and read from it the literal trans- 
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lation of Philippians 1:21, “To mé to live is Christ.” 
This discovery brought the two men closer together 
in Christ and in the joy of His life within them; 
the entire experience is published in a pamphlet re- 
print of the editorial, now entitled “Interpreters for 
” with practical applications for soul-winners 
(The Sunday School Times Company, jo cents a 
dozen copies, or 3 cents each). 
_ Some months ago Mr. Trumbull received a most 
interesting letter from his Japanese friend, which is 
here shared with readers of The Sunday School 
Times. The joy of Mr. Tsuchiyama’s Christian ufe 
and testimony and ministry is very evident in his 
letter; while at the same time he notes sad evi- 
dence of the inroads of Modernism*in that mission 
field as elsewhere. His letter follows: 


My pear Mr. TruMBuLt: 


With much interest and help I am reading your 
paper, which I am keeping, binding in book form. 
‘What is the Gospel?” is on my desk, pointing al- 
ways to Philippians 1:21. Indeed, it has been two 
years since we met together and prayed in that little 
room where I found the correct translation of the 
precious word of the Bible. : 

henever I receive your paper, I think of you and 
that Christian fellowship we formed. Several times 
I tried to write you, but did not finish. I have been 
very busy these two years. Last year the Rev. T. 
Kawabe went to America, and I had to watch the 
absence in his church, while I had full responsibility 
in our Bible Training. School as the principal, every 
day teaching in the school and almost every night 
attending prayer-meeting, evangelistic service, class 
meeting, etc. Meanwhile many calls came from out- 
side. Since he came back, many neglected works 
were to be completed. 

One of the things which we are so handicapped in 
Japan is the lack of good Christian books, especially 
ood commentaries. Last two years I am teaching 
saiah in our Training School, but students have no 
reference books in Japanese. Although there are 
one or two commentaries on Isaiah, every one is full 
of poison, Higher Criticism. So, recently, I am put- 
ting my whole time in writing an exposition on Isaiah, 
chapters 40-66. There are indeed abundantly trea- 
sured resources of blessings. In this study my soul 
is blessed, especially looking forward that glorious 
time of the Kingdom to come. 

The religious condition in Japan has been | ed 
changed lately, since the great war was closed. Re- 
cently religious books are mostly read by young 
people. Even novels; moving’ pictures, theaters, etc., 
which have religious sentiments are welcomed very 
much. The people are seeking something‘which will 
satisfy their as 74 hearts, which are unsatisfied 
with materials. Now it is the best opportune time 
to spread the pure Gospel without which they will 
never get satisfied. We have a mission hall at the 
Luna Park of Osaka, opening six evenings a week. 
Every evening many hungry souls seek very earnestly 
after the truth of Cod. 

In Japan last decade Higher Criticism killed the 
life of many churches as well as individual Chris- 
tians. But, recently some of them began to awake, 
crying for “the pure, simple Gospel.” At this awak- 
ening time of religious consciousness of the snation, 
Japanese churches must present to the nation the 
living Christ. We need the Pentecost, outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit upon the whole nation. Please pray 
for our country. 

The World’s Sunday School Convention at Tokyo 
certainly gave to our nation better erstanding of 
Sunday-schodl and interest for the welfare of chil- 
dren, for which we are thankful. Yet, we wish we 
could get something more than that. It did not 
touch the bottom of the hearts of Sunday-school 
workers, It seems simply touched outside. One of 
the contributions of the Convention to Japanese 
Sunday-schools is “pageant.” Many Sunday-schools 
are eager for pageant. I am sorry for it. I wished 
the Convention could contribute more deep spiritual 
influence. . - 

Some of the delegates whom I met were very 
formal, without feeling any mission as delegates. 
Whomever I guided I testified our Saviour. Several 
times I had a glorious time on autombiles, turning 
our whole conversations to. religion. Some delegates 
were blessed and shed tears. To some delegates 
who seemed not even saved, I preached the Gospel. 
At the dinner table of a banquet I gave a testimony, 
and we fed on heavenly feast. There were many 
opportunities to tell the “pure Gospel” to foreign 
delegates. I feel the most urgent need at present 
in the Sunday-school is the definite experience of the 
indwelling Christ in each worker, Otherwise the 
Sunday-school will become merely a machine, no life. 

Captain Holmes came to Osaka and I had warm 
friendship with him in Christ, although iti was a 
day’s acquaintance. Certainly he is a blessed man. 

Now I will close this letter and I hope to keep ‘our 
fellowship in Christ be closer and sweeter. 


Very sincerely yours, 
T. TsucHIYAMA. 
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LESSON 2. JULY 8 MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS 
Matthew 1: 18 to 2: 12; 12: 46-50; Luke I : 26-56; 2: 1-52; John 2: I-11; 19: 25-27 





' The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 
son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 
of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 


Getting Started in Class 
N HIS sermon “Shall the Fundamentalists Win?” 
| Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick said: 

“Here, for example, is one point of view: that 
the Virgin Birth is to be accepted as historical fact; it 
actually happened; there was no other way for a per- 
sonality like the Master to come into this world except 
by a special biological miracle. That is one point of 
view, and many are the gracious and beautiful souls 
who hold it. But side by side with them in the evan- 
gelical churches is a group of equally loyal and rev- 
erent people who would say that the Virgin Birth is 
not to be accepted as an historic fact... . 
Stories of miraculous generation are among the 
commonest traditions of antiquity. Especially is this 
true about the founders of great religions. Accord- 
ing to the records of their faiths, Buddha and Zoro- 
aster and Lao-Tsze and Mahavira were ali super- 
naturally born. ... So far from thinking that 
they have given up anythingvital in the New 
Testament’s attitude towards Jesus, these Christians 
[meaning the “loyal and reverent” Modernists ; Family 
Worship for Tuesday] remember that the two men 
who contributed most to the church’s thought of the 
divine meaning of the Christ were Paul and John, 
who never even distantly allude to the Virgin Birth.” 

The storm that this sermon created resulted in the 
recent General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
directing New York Presbytery to take steps to pre- 
vent heretical preaching in the pulpit of the First 
Presbyterian Church, where Dr. Fosdick is now preach- 
ing. In closing the debate on this issue, Dr. Clarence 
Edward Macartney of Philadelphia, ‘as reported in the 
Presbyterian of Philadelphia, “read the passage from 
Dr.. Fosdick’s sermon. on the Virgin Birth, and com- 
pared it with the passage from the ‘Age of Reason’ on 
the same subject, showing how the one could be substi- 
tuted for the other without changing the general idea 
of the paragraph.” 


Our Background Material 

Bible students believe that the Matthan of Matthew 
1:15 is the Matthat of Luke 3:24, and that Jacob and 
Heli were brothers, so that Heli’s son Joseph and 
Jacob’s daughter Mary would be first cousins, The law 
(Num. 36:8) provided that atf heiress should marry 
within her tribe. It_is believed that Mary was the 
only child of this Jacob, and, while poor in this 
world’s goods, she was an heiress to the throne of 
David. So the genealogy of the succession to the 
throne of David (Matthew) and that ‘of natural de- 
scent (Luke) would converge through this marriage 
(comp. Luke 1: 32). 

The Lesson Itself 

Mariolatry seems to be a very real thing in supersti- 
tious lands, and the way it prebably began is suggested 
it Thomas in Reference Material (Mr. Smith, 
1, 2). 

The expression, “Hail, thou’ that art highly favored” 
(1:28), from its literary construction, including the 
use of the passive voice, means that Mary is an object 
of Ged’s grace, not the originating fountain of it. The 
expression, “blessed art thou among women,” is to be 
carefully noted (1:28). Mary was evidently more 
blessed in believing (Luke 1:45) than in conceiving 
(compare Luke 11:27, 28; 8: 19-21), wonderful priv- 
ilege as that was. . 

Leinweber’s picture of the Annunciation presents 
Gabriel, with wings, on his knees, holding out an 
Easter lily to the Virgin, who stands before him garbed 
in scarlet. Doubtless the angel “came in” (Luke 1: 
28) in human form. Mary indeed was not troubled 
at his presence but at “his saying” (1:20). Mary did 
not doubt the fact of the wondrous message, but did 
not understand the manner of fulfilment, and asks 
“How shall this be” (1:34). Mary’s “how” has been 
re-echoed by thousands of Christians, but they accept 
God’s word to her about it in a faith like her own. 
Fausset quotes Pearson on the Creed as saying: “Christ 
was made of the substance of the Virgin, not of the 
substance of the Holy Ghost, whose essence cannot 
be made. No more is attributed to the Spirit than 
what was necessary to cause the Virgin to perform 
the actions of a mother.” 

The Magnificat reflects something of the enthusiasm 
of typical womanhood over the wonderful piece of 
good news (Mrs. Askew, 1, 2) 


Memory Verse : Thou shalt call his name Jesus; for it isthe 


that shall save his people from their sins.—Matthew 1 : 21. 


Susieg Soe Matera habe 1 38 2: 1-20, 41-52. 
Memory Verse: Luke 2: 19. 
and Senior Topic: Incidents in the Life of 


7 A: Young People and Adults : Mary, the Mother of Jesué 


Jesus. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee 7 tinting in the lesson helps is 
uke 2: 41-52, 


41 And his parents went every year to Jerusalem at the 
feast of the passover. 42 And when he was twelve years 
old, they went up after the custom of the feast; 43 and 
when they had fulfilled the days, as they were returning, 
the boy Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and his parents 
knew it not; 44 but supposing him to be in the company, 
they went a day’s journey; and they sought for h 

their kinsfolk and acquaintance: 45 and when they found 
him not, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking for him 
4% And it came to pass, after three days they found him 
in the temple, sitting in the midst of the ‘teachers, both 
hearing them, and asking them questions: 47 and all 
that heard him were amazed at his understanding and 
his answers. 48 And when they saw him, they were 
astonished; and his mother said unto him, *Son, why 
hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I 
sought thee sorrowing. 4 And he said unto them, How 
is it that ye sought me? knew ye not that I must be 
?in my Father’s house? 50 And they understood not 
the saying which he spake unto them. 51 And he went 
down with them, and came to Nazareth; and he was 
subject unto them: and his mother kept all these ‘ sayings 
in her heart. 


S2 And Jesus ad d in wisd 
in *favor with God and men. 


1Or, doctors See ch. 5. 17; Acts 5. 34. *Gr. Child. 
*Or, about my Father’s business Gr. in the things 
of my Father. *Or, things *Or, age *Or, grace 





and * stature, and 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Mary in the Magnificat claims her son as her Sav- 
iour, and in the upper room she is waiting for the 
power that was promised to come upon those who ac- 
cepted him as Saviour (Dr. Thomas, I, 9). 

Those things that Mary pondered in her heart — did 
she ever tell them to her eldest son, and if she. did so, 
what must have been his reaction to them? (Mrs. 
Askew, 3.) 

Mary’s joy over the privilege of being the mother 
ef the Messiah, overbalanced the fact that she knew 
she would be misjudged and misunderstood (Mrs. As- 
kew, 4, 5). 

The journey to Egypt was difficult, but the fact of 
it was prophesied and the providences of it were an 
assurance to Mary (Dr. Thomas, I, 4). 

One striking contrast as between Mary’s words, 
“Thy father,” and our Lord’s reply, “My Father,” is 
emphasized by Dr. Thomas (I, 8). 

The literal rendering of John 2:4 would be: “Wo- 
man, what have you to do with me?” and it is so ren- 
dered by Moffatt as well as by the Revised Version, 


- but Weymouth gives it, “Leave the matter in my 


hands .. . the time for me to act has not yet come,” 
and in a footnote says: “To render this verse literally 

.. is really to mistranslate it. The language is by no 
means that of faultfinding” (Dr. Thomas, I, 6). 

It is said that the word of Mary to the servants at 
the Cana feast conveys, in full, this thought: “What- 
soever he saith unto you, do it at once” (John 2:5). 
Are we yielding to our Lord that sort of obedience, 
ef the type that “Stonewall” Jackson was ever ready 
to render to him? (Round-Table, 2.) 

Even though Mary did not always understand her 
Son, she nevertheless always loved and believed in 
him (Mrs. Askew, 6). 

That our Lord on the cross in the act of making 
atonement for the sins of the world did not forget 
his mother is the supreme example to all mothers’ 
children of what filial love is (Mr. Howard). This 
was the occasion on which the sword which pierced 
Mary’s heart tore its sorest wound (Luke 2:35), but 
afterwards, with resurrection life flooding their hearts, 
how happy must have been the home in which John, 
who was perhaps Mary’s nephew, responded to our 
Lord’s commission (Dr. Thomas, I, 8). 

The Holy Spirit had caused the birth of: Mary’s Son, 
and yet Mary was of the company who waited in the 
upper room for the coming of the promised Comforter ! 
Mary, subject of marvelous prophecies, confidant of 
Gabriel, singer of the Magnificat, mother of Christ, 
went and waited for the Holy Spirit. He himself 
thought it well worth while to inspire the writer -of 
Acts to record the fact! (Acts 1:14.) ‘Mary needed 


Golden Text.—Thou shalt cali his name Jesus; for it is hé that shall save his people from their sins.—Matthew 1 : 21 


comfort, and surely no mother has-any grief greater 
than hers, and which cannot be healed by the same 
Comforter (Mrs. Askew, 7; Dr. Thomas, I, 9). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


To Mary fell the unspeakably high privilege craved 
for centuries by Jewish women. To be the mother 
of the Jews’ Messiah, the world’s Saviour, was indeed 
a unique gift of God. Only one womah in all time 
could be that. And yet there is something analogous 
to that privilege, and higher than it, which our Lord 
said could be possessed by any and all of his dis- 
ciples. Mary fell short of fully understanding her 
Divine Son and his mission (Dr. Thomas, I, 7; Mr. 
Smith, 3, 4). 

Looking about him into the faces of the eager lis- 
teners to his teaching, and on beyond into the faces of 
believers of future generations, he says: “Behold my 
mother and my brethren,” for “Whosoever shall do 
the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is 
my brother, and sister, and mother” (Matt. 12:50). 
Are we in this wonderful family circle? 


Teaching Points 

It would be well to draw out from the class the 
various testimonies to Mary's son at the incarnation, 
and to consider how they led her “to ponder all these 
things in her heart” (Dr. Thomas, I, 1, 2, 3). 

There is a lot of cant in the talk of folks who say 
they have reacted against the steruness of their early 
training (Round-Table. 1). 

Those who reject the Saviour are treating him with 
the ingratitude which the old fisherman received who 
rescued a man from drowning (Round-Table, 3). 
Questions for Study and Discussion 

What were the things which Mary pondered in her 
heart? 

Da the Old Testament prophecies of the Virgin 
irth. 

Was our Lord too severe in some of his statements 
to his mother? Why not? 

Why did Jesus commit his mother to the care of 
John rather than to that of one of her other sons? 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice- President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Princrpce or Comparison.—Train pupils 
to make. comparisons and detect significant like- 








nessses and differences. 





ARY the mother of our Lord is like and unlike 

other mothers, and it may be that it would offer 
to the teacher a profitable method of procedure to 
have the class note the different incidents in which she 
figures in the Scripture and in each of them try to 
decide whether she was like or’ unlike other mothers 
in the experience described. Of course we cannot be 
true to the Word if we minimize the first great differ- 
ence, which centers around the virgin birth of our 
Lord. The “Magnificat” may be compared with other 
songs of praise which women sang to the Lord and 
tay suggest the question whether other similar songs 
have been inspired from similar cause. Are the purity, 
humility, and unselfishness of Mary which this song 
is said to reveal characteristic of all mothers’ Of any 
other mothers of the Bible? Was Mary elf dif- 
ferent from other mothers in the manner of her birth? 
Is there anything in the Scripture that so indicates? 
What confirmations, beside the personal announcement 
to hér. did she have of the unusual and divine char- 
acter of the child to which she gave birth? Was she 
different from other Jewish mothers in making the 
passover journey to Jerusalem? Was she less watch- 
ful than other mothers in going a day’s journey on 
the return before noting the absence of Jesus? What 
were some of the things she had to ponder in her 
heart that are different from those that other mothers 
ponder? Did she have any thoughts relative to Jesus 
that were similar to the usual mother thoughts? Did 
she have such thoughts that day when they told Jesus 
his mother and brethren stood without, and on that 
darkest day of all when amid his own suffering he 
tenderly provided for her? Did she like other wo- 
men need the atoning blood, or was she different ig 
this from the mothers of other men? 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


At Nazareth (Luke 1: 26-56). As it was an un- 
speakable honor to be the human mother of our Lord 
we must give special attention to the circumstances 
connected with angel’s visit. Mary lived at Naz- 
areth, and was betrothed to Jo , who was of the 
line of David. The angel’s greeting was an astonish- 
ment as he told her that she was “highly favored” 
and that God was with her. Then came the remark- 
able announcement concerning Christ, his miraculous 
birth, his Divine nature, and his universal dominion. 
Mary accepted this with beautiful faith which at once 
responded to God without the faintest question (v. 
38), and a farther proof of her attitude is seen in her 
song (vs. 46-55). (1) 

At Bethlehem (Luke 2:1-20; Matt. 2:1-11). In 
due time the angel’s words were fulfilled and our Lord 
was born in Bethlehem. When the shepherds came 
and told what had happened to them, it is particularly 
interes’ to notice how Mary “kept all these things 
and pondered them in her heart” (Luke 2: 19). 
similar result doubtless took place when the Wise-men 
“a and “worshiped” the young child (Matt. 2:11). 

2 

At Jerusalem (Luke 2:21-38). When the infant 
Jesus was presented in the Temple according to the 
law, the aged Simeon spoke of him in such terms that 
Mary “marveled” (v. 33), and then came the solemn 
announcement of trouble in the future which would 
affect Mary herself (v. 35). Another testimony to 
the infant came from Anna, who a of him to all 
them that looked for redemption in Israel.” All these 
testimonies to her Son must have given Mary increas- 
ing food for thought. (3) 

In Egypt (Matt. 2: 13-23). The cause of this jour- 
ney was a reminder that the trouble foretold by Sim- 
eon was commencing early, but it would, at the same 
time, assure Mary that God was protecting her child 
and would fulfil his word. (4) 


At Nazareth (Luke 2: 39-52). The life of the Boy 
Jesus up to twelve was expressed in a perfectly natu- 
ral way, a threefold growth being indicated, physical, 
intellectual, and spiritual (v. 40). Then came the 
journey to Jerusalem and the circumstances of the 
youth Jesus being left behind. The rebuke of the 
mother followed what is described as her amazement 
(v. 48), and it is a little difficult to understand how 
she had, at least for a time, forgotten what had hap- 
pened at his birth. Jesus reminded her of the unique- 
ness which already was being realized, and it is strik- 
ing that Mary, referring to Joseph, said “Thy father,” 
while our Lord, referring to God, spoke of “My 
Father” (vs. 48, 49.) It is also curious that they 
should not have understood this (v. 50). But, not- 
withstanding these circumstances, Christ’s life for the 
next eighteen years was marked by natural obedience, 
while his mother remembered these things and doubt- 
less pondered them again and again (2:19). (5) 

At Cana (John 2:1-12). The position of Mary at 
the marriage feast seems to suggest some close con- 
nection with the family, and when Jesus was invited 
and they were short of wine, she seems to have 
thought that it would be a good opportunity for Jesus 
to manifest his miraculous power. But the time for 
this revelation had not yet come, and while the words 
spoken by Jesus were not by any means so brusque as 
they seem to be in the English, there is no doubt that 
he reminded her that the time was now past for sub- 
jection, and that henceforward he must take his own 
line. Mary evidently accepted this reminder, though 
she felt sure whatever Jesus said to the servants should 
be done. After this event Christ was accompanied to 
Capernaum by Mary. (6) 

At the Lake of Galilee (Mark 3:21, 31-35). 
Christ’s great popularity had led to crowds attending 
on his ministry, and one result was that his friends, 
or rather relatives, felt that he was mad and that it 
was necessary to take hold of him. There does not 
seem to be any doubt that, however difficult it may 
be to understand, Mary was among those who were 
concerned about Jesus (compare Mark 3: 21, 31). But 
once more came the reminder that spiritual relation- 
ships were infinitely superior to earth ties, and it is 
of the utmost significance that the word “mother” is 
found in this connection (Mark 3: 33, 35). (7) 


At the Cross (John 19: 15-27). Here was the com- 
plete fulfilment of Simeon’s word about the sword 
piercing Mary’s heart (Luke 2:35), and we can well 
understand the intense sorrow of Mary, to say nothing 
of her loneliness, as she saw her son ‘on the Cross. 
But with beautiful thought and loving interest Christ 
commended her into the hands of John, who was not 
only a disciple but perhaps a nephew as well. With 
willingness John responded to this commission, and 
from that time Mary was his special interest. (8) 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


In the Upper Room (Acts 1:14). This is the last 
sight we have of Mary. With others she had doubt- 
less rejoiced in the resurrection of Christ, and now 
with the disciples she was waiting in the attitude of 
prayer for the coming of the Holy Spirit. (9) 

Devotional Reading: (Luke 1: 46-55). Mary’s 
Song, called, because of its Latin name, “The Mag- 
nificat.” It should be compared with Hannah’s Song 
(1 Sam. 2: 1-10). * (1) Praise (vs. 46, 47). (2) Per- 
sonal reasons for praise (vs. 48, 49). (3) Seven gen- 
eral reasons for praise (vs. 50-54): God’s mercy, 
strength, power, righteousness, satisfaction, retribution, 
help. (4) Foundations of praise (vs. 55): God's 
-—~ pees of his mercy and the fylfilment of his 
wor 


Books.—All the commentaries on the passages deal 
with the subject. Bible Characters, Joseph and Mary, by 
Alexander Whyte (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 
$1.25) ; Representative Women of the Bible, by Mathe- 
son (Geo, H. Doran Co., New York, $1, net). Those 
who can do so should study carefully “The Virgin Birth 
of Christ,” by Orr (Chas. Scribner’s Sons, New York, 
$1.50), and another most valuable book is “The Birth 
and Infancy of Jesus Christ,” by L. M. Sweet (Pres- 
byterian Board, Philadelphia, $1.50). 

Il. Reference Material 

As no reference material is available for this les- 
son, it seems wise and it is certainly necessary to call 
attention to the serious error of the Roman Catholic 
Church connected with the mother of our Lord. There 
is no doubt whatever that real worship is paid to her, 
however much the effort may be made to distinguish 
this from the worship of God. The well-known and 
officially recognized book, “The Glories of Mary,” by 
Liguori, proves this beyond measure, and in the city 
of Cuzco, South America, a tablet is found over the 
church door on which are the words, “Come unto 
Mary, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and she 
will give you rest.” It is important to remember that 
the attitude of the Roman Church to Mary is very differ- 
ent in countries like South America and Spain from what 
it is in Protestant coutries like America and Eng- 
land. The Bible truth is perfectly clear, that Mary 
was the mother of him who is Jesus the Son of God, 
and it is very striking that in Matthew 2 the phrase 
is found several times, “the young child and his 
mother” (note the order). Roman Catholics call Mary 
“Madonna” (my lady), but Elisabeth did not call her 
“lady,” but “the mother of my Lord” (Luke 1: 43). We 
rightly honor Mary as the instrument used of God to 
provide the way of redemption through the Incarna- 
tion, but it is impossible to avoid seeing Christ’s re- 
minders to his mother on at least two occasions (John 
2:4; Mark 3:33). Yet we must try to go behind 
the present worship of the Virgin Mary in the Roman 
Church and inquire as to its origin and persistent force. 

There is nothing more striking in Church history 
than the fact that the worship of Mary grew up side 
by side with the tendency in orthodox circles to forget 
the humanity of Christ while laying stress on his deity. 
The heart of man needs the human as well as the 
Divine, and as the humanity of Christ receded the 
worship of the Virgin came into prominence. This 
means that the best safeguard against error connected 
with Mary is to emphasize the true, real, essential, 
and constantly available humanity of Christ as re- 
corded in John’s Gospel and specially emphasized in 








Lesson Calendar 


1. July 1.—John the Baptist. (May be used with Temper- 
ance Applications.) Matthew 3:1-17; 11: 2-15; Mark 
6 : 14-29; Luke 1 : 5-80; John 1 : 6-37. (A Survey of the 
Life of John the Baptist.) 

2. July 8.—Mary, the Mother of Jesus ....Matthew 1:18 to 
2:12; 12: 46-50; Luke 1 : 26-56; 2:1-52; John 2: 1-11; 
19 : 25-27. (A Survey of the Life of Mary, the Mother 
of Jesus.) 

3. July 15.—Simon Peter ...John 1 : 35-42; Matthew 4: 18- 
22; 14: 28-31; 17: 1-13; Luke §: 1-10; 22: 31-34, 54-62; 
John 18:10, 11; 20: 1-10; 21 : 1-23; Acts 2: 1-5, 42; 8: 
14-25; 9:32 to 12:19; 15:7-11; Calatians 2:1-11. (A 
Survey of Simon Peter’s Life.) 

4. July 22.—John the Apostle ...Mark 1 : 16-20; 3:17; Luke 
9 : 49-56; John 13 : 21-25; 19 : 26, 27; 21 : 20-23; Acts 4: 
13-20; Revelation 1:9, (A Survey of the Life of John 
the Apostle.) 

5. July 29.—Matthew the Publican 

Matthew 9: 9-13; Luke 5 : 27-32 

6. August 5.—Mary Magdalene 
Luke 8 :1-3; Matthew 27:55, 56; John 19:25; 20: 1-18 

7. August 12.—Martha and Mary 
Luke 10: 38-42; John 11:1 to 12:8; Mark 14:3-9 

8. August 19.—Stephen the Martyr .Acts 6:1 to 8 : 3; 22:20 

9. August 26.—Barnabas the Great-Hearted ...... Acts 4: 
36, 373 9 : 26-30; 11 : 19-30; 12: 25; 13:1 to 15:12, 35-413 
Galatians 2: 13 

10. September 2.—Paul the Apostle ...... Acts 7:54 to 8:3; 

9: 1-31; If : 25-30; 13 to 28; Philippians 3 : 4-14 

11. September 9.—John Mark ...Acts 12: 12, 25 to 13 : 133 15: 
36-40; Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11; 1 Peter 5: 
13 

12. September 16.—Luke, the Beloved Physician.Luke 1 : 1-4; 
Acts 1: 1-5; 16: 9-18; Colossians 4°: 14; 2 Timothy 4:11 

13. September 23.—Timothy, a Good Minister of Christ Jesus 
Acts 16:1-3; Philippians 2: 19-22; 2 Timothy 1 : 1-6; 
3:14, 15 

14. September 30.—Review: 
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the Epistle to the Hebrews. When Christ is realized 
as humanly sympathetic as well. as Divinely redemp- 
tive, there will be no need of. the worship of Mary. 
Ill. The Graded Topics : 

1. Intermediate and Senior: Notable Incidents in 
the Life of Mary. (1) The Annunciation, with her 
simple trust. (2) The warning of Simeon, with its 
revelation of the Cross. (3) The incident in Jeru- 
salem, with Mary’s amazement and careful consider- 
ation (Luke 2:48, 51). (4) The miracle:of Cana, 
with its definite reminder (John 2: 4), and its equally 
definite confidence shown by Mary concerning the 
power of Christ (v. 5). (5) The shadow of the Cross 
and the sunshine of the Upper Room. 

2. Young People and Adults: Mary the Mother of 
Jesus. The character of Mary as indicated in her 
(Luke 1: 46-55) is a beautiful illustration of i 
womanhood such as we desire for our girls and young 
women to-day. (1) The spirit of praise and adora- 
tion (vs. 46, 47). (2) The consciousness of the need 
of salvation (v. 47). (3) The grace of gratitude (vs. 
48-50). (4) The grace of humility (v. 52). (5) 
The reality of trust in the Word of God (vs. 44, 45). 
'V. The Heart of the Lesson 

It was an unspeakable privilege and honor for 
Mary to be the mother of Jesus, and the Golden 
Text very appropriately calls attention to the mean- 
ing of his name and the purpose for which he came 
into the world. The name “Jesus” is equivalent to the 
Old Testament “Joshua,” meaning “Jehovah the Sav- 
iour,” for only God could redeem people from sin. 
Let us think of the way in which Jesus saves. 

1. The Penalty of sin. This covers all the past 
(Rom. 3: 21-25). 

2. The Power of sin. This deals with the present 
(Rom. 5: 8-10). 

3. The Presence of sin. This looks forward to the 
future (1 John 3:2). 


V. Leading Questions 
What are the strongest proofs of the Virgin Birth? 
What is the force of “My Saviour” in the Mag- 
nificat ? 
How may we best describe the character of Mary? 
Why are there so few references to the mother of 
Jesus? 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk 
By Homera Hodgson 


URELY this is a message peculiarly fitted for 

mothers! As they ponder the life of Mary they 
must realize how truly God calls them to yield their 
sons for God’s business, as Mary yielded her treasure 
to follow the path of sorrow even to Calvary. Yes, a 
sword shall pierce through their hearts also who yield 
their loved ones to God for his service —that sword 
which has transfixed many a mother-heart through all 
the ages. 

How many are the mothers who dedicate their lads 
to the foreign field when they.are babes, and the thing 
is far distant, and yet hinder them when they are of 
years to go forth redeeming their childhood’s pledge’! 
And then the lads turn tothe world, and a broken- 
hearted mother complains — “Would God that I had 
let him go.” 

Mary lost her Boy in the temple. It is a good 
place to lose your son. It is a better place to lose him 
than in the movies or dance halls! It is better to 
lose him in some distant African swamp or Indian 
jungle than to lose him any other way, for this is 
not loss, but everlasting gain. Happy are they who 
can say, even with tears, “My boy is walking for 
God through the far lands of night, bearing the torch 
of God; he may not have where to lay his head to- 
night, but he has the bosom of God on which to rest 
his heart, the companionship of the Pioneer Mission- 
ary.” : 

Nracara Fatts, Can. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Yearly Meeting.”—His parents went to Jerusalem 
every year at the feast of the passover (Luke 2: 41). 
My forbears on both sides were Quakers. Father 
died in 1917, aged eighty-eight. In all the years I have 
known him he never missed a “Yearly Meeting.” No 
matter what the circumstances of business, everything 
had to hang up a week while Craig Ridgway at- 
tended “Yearly Meeting.” I have always thought 
the Jewish Passover was a whole lot like the Quaker 
Meeting. Yes, the Methodists have their Confer- 
ence, and-the Presbyterians their General Assembly, 
and the other churches their similar gatherings. But 
enly the elect attend. You have to be sent to be 
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Yearly Meeting everybody 
just goes. And when you get there you 
meet all your cousins and your uncles and 
our aunts, to the forty-second degree. 

hese were exactly the kind of “Quakers” 
Joseph and Mary and their Boy were. All 
the Friends who are reading this para- 
graph know what I am talking about and 
trying to say. “One of our old religious 
families,” as they say of certain families 
in America and Great Britain. Among 
the gentlest and sweetest of the young 
women you may be sure was the little 
modest wife of the country carpenter 
from Nazareth, When chose a 
mother for his Son you may be sure he 
got the sort that was always sure to be 
at the great Yearly Meeting that marked 
the salvation in Egypt. Mary was “one 
of the old regulars.” You would always 
find her at the morning and evening serv- 
ice, in the Sunday-school, belonged to all 
the missionary societies, always out at 
the mid-week prayer-meeting—why, bless 
your dear heart, if we didn’t have “Mary” 
in our churches there would be no 
churches! (2 Tim. 1: 5.) 


A Real Mother and A Real Boy.— 
After three days they found him in the 
temple (v. 46). If you lost a boy you 
were interested in, where would you go 
to find him? Remember the old story of 
the lost horse which was found by the 
Silly Billy of the village. “How did you 
come to find him when the~rest of us 
couldn’t?” they asked. Said Silly Billy, 
“I said to meself, what would I do if I 
was a hoss? Then I got to the place 
there he was.” Why did not Mary go to 
the temple the first thing? Simply be- 
cause Mary was a real mother and Jesus 
a real boy. If some inventor of the early 
centuries had been faking this Gospel 
story he would never have sent Mary to 
the games and the swimming pool and the 
neighbors. to find the lad who after a 
chapter or two was to be made to preach 
the Sermon on the Mount and turn the 
water into wine. Such an inventor of a 
superlatively religious’ boy would have 
had Mary starting right off to the head- 
quarters .of things religious. It helps us 
in our ‘religious life to remember that 
our_Lord upon his human side was. much 
like the rest of us. “Tempted in all points 
like as we are” (Heb. 4:15). Mary, his 
mother, whom we are considering in our 
lesson to-day, was just like all other good 
mothers with a very precocious boy. 
Mary, while perhaps surprised, must have 
rejoiced greatly when she found Jesus 
had fallen into the real spirit of the 
great day. Not the football mf&tch in 
the afternoon, but the union service in 
the morning of Thanksgiving Day. The 
solid and serious side of a boy, when it 
manifests itself, is always a source of 
great satisfaction to the good mother. 
And every well-raised normal boy has a 
serious side. 


Sons.—His mother kept all these say- 
ings in her heart (v. 51). Mother- 
heart, what a treasure of “sayings” you 
are! Mother Ridgway is over ninety, as 
I write. Except when I was away at 
college I have lived in the’ same little 
town with her all my life, and so have 
seen her constantly. Just as you and I 
will do when we are ninety, she talks 
about the things of long ago, “when I 
was a girl with the Bonaparte girls at 
Bordentown.” As I sit with her she lives 
over again when I, her oldest boy, was 
“Little Willie.” I find she has her heart 
full of my sayings, which she has kept 
all these years. Every once in a while 
she hands me one of the “poems” I had 
written in those boyhood days, and which 
I had long ago forgotten, but which she 
had treasured. Then she hands me a 
letter I had written her when I was away 
at college. . There is a twinkle in her eye 
when she says, “It is the only letter you 
ever wrote in which you did not want 
something.” And she adds, “So I have 
kept it all these years.” As I read it 
again I find it is a letter in which I tell 
how much I loved her and Dad. Midway 
boys in that day just big enough to go 
away to college did not do much hugging 
and kissing and love telling to anybody — 
not in Quaker families, anyway. But I 
do it now in these golden sunset days of 
dear Old Mother Mine. Yes, indeed, the 


i 
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Matthew 1:18 to 2: 
ohn 42: 1-11; 19 : 25-27 





12; 12 : 46-503 


world is full of Marys. Marys whose 
hearts are full, not of “sayings” only, not 
just the letter press, but pictures and pic- 
tures. What clumsy clouts we men-folks 
be! Oh, these mothers of ours! No 
wonder the man who is not good to his 
mother never amounts to much. That 
mother whose heart is so full of her boy 
she is tied to him forever—no thatter 
what happens. “Mother, behold thy son.” 
es behold thy mother” (John 19: 26, 
27). 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


. 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the son text indicated in 
the lesson list after the werd “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
thou, 

aS Shree eas St 

Is It the Real Reason?—He was sub- 
ject unto them (Luke 2:51). A good 
deal of nonsense is being palmed eff on 
the community about the reaction of the 
child from overstrictness in parental 
training. When I hear a man say, “My 
parents brought me up so rigidly that a 
reaction took place in my mind and [ 
have turned away from religion,” I have 
sometimes asked, “Did they teach you to 
be honest?” “Yes.” “Were they strict 
about it?” “Yes.” “Did they teach you 
to tell the truth?” “Yes.” “Were they 
strict about that?” “Yes.” “Has any re- 
action taken place on these points?” No 
man learns the multiplication table from 
sheer love of it; but I never knew of any 
one whose mind was in reaction against 





the multiplication table—From John Hall, 
|D.D. Sent by Esther Hooey, Toronto, 
i Can. (1) 

| Too Old for That.—Jesus advanced in 
wisdom and stature, and in favor with 
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God and men (Luke 2:52). It was 
Johnny, the seven-year-old, who tired of 
the merry-go-round. The previous sum- 
mer it had fascinated him, and he could 
not ride on it too often. This season a 
single trip had satisfied him, and he de- 
clined another, “No, thank you, grand- 
father,” he said, “you see we ride and 
ride, but we stay under that old tent all 
the time. I guess when any one gets to 
be seven years old they’re too big to 
care about going and going that doesn’t 
get anywhere.” Jesus advanced in wis- 
dom and stature and in favor with God 
and man.—Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark, 
Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Millais — and Jesus.—Jesus advanced 
in wisdom and stature, and in favor with 
God and men (Luke 2:52). There is a 
great story of Millais the painter, told by his 
fellow Pre-Raphaelite, Holman Hunt, in 
one of his books. The works of Millais 
had been collected in a gallery in Lon- 
don, and an ardent appreciator of his 
genius, Lady Constance Leslie, went early 
in the day to the exhibition. Ascending 
the stairs, she encountered the painter go- 
ing out, with head bowed down. As she ac- 
costed him, and he looked up, she saw tears 
in his eyes. “Ah, dear Lady Constance,” 
he said, “you see me unmanned. Well, 
I’m not ashamed of averring that in look- 
ing at my earliest pictures, I have been 
overcome with chagrin that I so far 
failed in my maturity to fulfil the full 
forecast of my youth.” This could not be 
said of Jesus.—From the Sunday at 
Home. Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark, 
Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Orders for Quick Obedience.—His 
mother saith unto the servants, Whatso- 
ever he saith unto you, do it (John 2: 

. M. J. Preston, speaking of Thomas 
J. (“Stonewall”) Jackson, and the alacrity 
with which, if once convinced that a 
thing was right to do, he did it, men- 
tioned an incident personally witnessed, 
when Jackson received a. challenge to his 
spirit of self-abnegation in these words: 
“Imagine now that. the providence of 
God. seemed to direct you to drop every 
scheme of life and of personal advance- 
ment and go on’a mission to the heart 
of Africa for the rest of your days; 
could you go without demur?” His eye 


flashed, as he instantly replied: “I could | 


go without my hat!”—Adapted from the 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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Golden Rule. Sent by the Rev. D. H. 
Strong, Shelburne Falls, Mass. (2) 


Permanent Safety.—Thou shalt call 
his name Jesus; for it is he that shall 
save his people from their sins (Golden 
Text). he Bible is the only authority 
we have to-day for believing in Christ. 
As David J. Burrell was speaking of this 
to a Union Seminary man, the latter said, 
“Do you mean to say that Christ and the 
Bible stand or fall together?” “No!” 
exclaimed Dr. Burrell, “who said any- 
thing about falling? They stand to- 
gether.” Fundamentals do not fall.— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
W. E. Griffin, Atlantic City, N. J. 


How the Saviour is Sometimes 
Treated.—Thou shalt call his name Jesus; 
for it is he that shall save his people from 
their sins (Golden Text). “I was lying 
one night,” said an old fisheyman, “in 
Plymouth Sound aboard my fishing boat 
when I heard a splash in the water. I 
was out of my berth in a minute, for 
there was a fishing craft not far off, and 
I guessed the man in trying to get out of 
his boat drunk had fallen overboard. I 
jumped into my boat and rowed with 
all my might and prayed God to help 
me. Presently I saw him, and getting 
hold of his arm pulled him into my boat 
and took him to his own and worked 
and rubbed till life came into him, then 
made him comfortable and left him. Next 
morning he was leaning over the side of 
his craft when I pulled over to see how 
he was. ‘How are you this morning?’ 
I said. ‘What's that to you?’ says he. 
‘Why,’ said I, ‘I can’t help taking an in- 
terest in you. saved your life last 
night.’ ‘Get out,’ said he, and he cursed 
me for a liar. My heart was like a thing 
broken as I pulled away. Oh, Lord Jesus, 
my blessed Lord Jesus, I am sorry 
for Thee, I know how thou dost 
feel. That is how the world is ah 
ways treating Thee. I am terribly sorry 
for Thee, my dear Lord.”—Adapted from 
the King’s Business. Sent by M. H, 
a Tofonto, Can. Prize illustration, 

we 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Away in a manger.” 

“Love divine, all loves excelling.” 

“O Master, let me walk with thee.” 

“O Jesus, I have promised.” 

“Fairest Lord Jesus.” 

“There is no Name so sweet on earth.” 
“Beneath the Cross of Jesus.” 

“My faith looks up to Thee.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par. 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, ‘Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Happy Is That People” (292 : 1). 
Psalm 144: 12, 14, 


| “My Rock of Strength” (131 : 1-3). 





Psalm 62:1, 
“He Helped Us” (27 : 1-3). 
Psalm 16: 1-3, §-1t. 
“Justified by Faith’ (230 : 1-3). 
Psalm 116 : 5-7, 12-14; Romans § : t 
“More Than Life” (133 : 1-3). Psalm 63 : 1-7. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee for the example thou hast 
given us in loyal and loving care of thy 
mother. Forgive us for our lack 6f thought- 
fulness for the mother whom we love, and 
who may not know how much she is to us. 
And wilt thou lead us to be more considerate, 
more thoughtful, more tender in our care 
for her. O Lord, we pray, too, for the 
mothers upon whom so much depends in 
these days of great need among sons and 
daughters! May they live close to thee, and 
close to the children who so greatly need 
them, and may they have great wisdom and 
faithfulness in the relationship that belongs 
to mothers as to no others. In Thy dear 
name, Amen. 


2, §-12. 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever no- 
ticed what a place Jesus gave to the care 
of his mother? In John 19, verses 25 
to 27, he commits his mother to John’s 
care. And when was that? In the last 
moments on the cross. “After this” — 
after his care of his mother — “Jesus 
knowing that all things were now accom- 


















































































es 


382 * 


plished, that the Scripture might be ful- 
filled, saith, I thirst.” Then came his 
very last words on the cross, “It is fin- 
ished.” The Son of God, our Saviour, 
was also his dear mother’s son, her 
thoughtful son, in that hour of his agony. 
What a mother she must have been! 
What a true son hung there, who was 
taking care of her in that hour! How 
long is it since you have done something 





is CARE FOR Hen 
WHAT OF MY MOTHER? 











special for your mother, even a ljttle 
thing? Do you know how much she has 
pondered in her heart everything about 
you ever since you came to her? Let’s 
cherish with tender care the love between 
mother and child. Mary has a message 
for mothers in her love and care for her 
Son; and that Son is speaking to you to- 
day of duty and privilege, in his words 
of filial love from the cross. Will you 
heed them? Let us pray? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
w 


Is there the proper relationship be- 
tween the homes and your Sunday- 
school? “The Sunday-school and the 
Home,” by Frank L. Brown, gives defi- 
nite plans for creating and sustaining 
that renee. (The Sunday School 
Times Co., Philadelphia, 50 cts.) 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘The Little Jefts Telling Bible Stories” 





Mary ~ Mother 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—The baby Jesus 
came to be our Saviour. 


Introduction—We love the _ stories 
about little J , Moses, and Samuel, 
but of all the Bible stories about babies, 
the best beloved is the one which tells 
how the baby Jesus came to be the Sav- 


iour of the world. We love the Bible. 


stories about the mothers of those chil- 
dren, but the best beloved is about Mary 
and her baby. All babies are dear. - 


Review.—Last Sunday’s story told 
about Zacharias and Elisabeth, who had 
pape many years for a baby boy. When 

’s angel, Gabriel, came with the mes- 
sage that they should have a son, it seemed 
too good ‘to be true. Where and how did 
Gabriel make known the message to 
Zacharias? (Recall the story.) What was 
that baby’s name? 


Lesson Story.—About six months later, 
God sent the same angel, Gabriel, again, 
to carry almost the same message to-a 
beautiful yonug woman, named Mary, who 
lived in Nazareth. Mary was engaged 
to a good, kind man, named Joseph, and 
became his wife. 

Gabriel must have been a happy angel 
to carry such welcome news. Mary was 
alone when Gabriel came and said, Thou 
art highly favored, the Lord is with thee, 
you shall be called blessed. At first 
Mary did not understand why she should 
be so blessed. Then Gabriel told God's 
wonderful message, saying, You have 
found favor with God, you shall have a 
son. You shall call his name Jesus, for 
it is he that shall save his people from 
their sins. He shall be great and shall 
be called the Son of the Highest — and 
of his kingdom there shall be no end. 
Never before had any one received such 
a wonderful message. 

It was too precious to share with many 
people. Mary and Joseph talked about it, 
then Mary decided to make a visit to the 
hill country to talk with her older cousin, 
Elisabeth. Gabriel had told Mary that 
Elisabeth had received a similar mes- 
sage some time before. 

Mary and Elisabeth were so happy 
when they met and shared their secrets, 
that each one praised the Lord in such 
beautiful words of thanksgiving that they 
have been kept in the Bible, in the first 
chapter of Luke’s Gospel. Mary said, 
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my 
spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
All generations shall call me_ blessed. 
Holy is his name. 

For three months Mary visited Elisa- 
beth, then she returned to her Nazareth 
home. Soon afterwards baby John came 
to live in Elisabeth’s home to make it 
very happy. 

Some months later, Mary made an- 
other trip. Joseph traveled with her to 
Bethlehem. They were tired when the 
journey was over and disappointed, too, 
because Bethlehem was so crowded that 
they could not find a place to stay in 
the hotel, ocr inn. They found shelter 
and rest in the stable where the cattle 
often stayed. That night baby Jesus was 
born. His first bed was a manger where 
his loving mother, Mary, gently laid him. 
Sing, “Away in a Manger” (Carols). 

Such bright lights shone around that 
shepherds out in the fields were fright- 
ened until they heard an angel’s message: 
Fear not, for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people, for unto you is born this day 
in the city of David, a Saviour, which 
is Christ, the Lord. You shall find the 
babe lying in a manger. Then a host 
of angels sang, Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace, goodwill toward 
men. 

The message was so wonderful that 
the shepherds started at once to learn 
whether it could be true. They found 
the baby Jesus in the manger, with Mary 
and Joseph watching near. When the 
shepherds departed they spread the good 
news. 

“Just a little baby, 
Jesus was his name, 
Bringing joy and gladness, 
When from Heaven he came. 
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“Angels brought the message 
Of the baby’s birth, 
Said he was the Saviour, 
Sent to all the earth.” 
(Melodies, Leyda Publishing Co., Wapello, 
Iowa, 35 cents, postpaid.) 


When he was eight days old the baby 
was named, Jesus. Like his little cousin 
John, he grew strong in bedy, mind, and 
spirit. He was filled with wisdom and 
the grace of God was upon him. 

“Jesus, Friend of little children, 
Be a friend to me; 
Take my hand and keep me ever 
Close to Thee.” 
(Songs for Little People, Pilgrim Press, Bos- 
ton, $1.25; postage, 10 cts.) : 


Pgoria, I11.- 


“ 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How. the Lesson is Taught This Week 


2. Fulfilling the trust — how? 
1. Chosen — for what? 











66H, I’M so thrilled I can hardly 

live! Chosen for marshal on 
Commencement night! And mother has 
promised me the most adorable dress! I 
just can never wait till then!” Visions 
of the long line of white-dressed girls, 


carrying great armfuls of pink roses, the 
waiting audience in its summer best, the | 


throb of the grand march from “Aida” — 
these were floating through her mind as 
Mary saw herself, marshaling it all with 


a single long-stemmed rose as her scepter ! | 
What sixteen-year-old would not be, 


“thrilled to death,” as she phrased it? 


Chosen for the prettiest part on the most | 


beautiful night in all her high school 


years—no wonder her. blue eyes shone | 


and her voice bubbled over with the joy 
of it! (1) 
Long years ago another clear-eyed girl 


was chosen for a great part in the great- | 


est story ever lived upon this earth — 
Mary of Nazareth was chosen by God 
himself to be the mother of his Son, the 
mother of that Jesus who should “save 
his people from their. sins.” Do your 
girls think she was thrilled with gladness 
over this announcement? Ask them to 
think that over a bit, most quietly, Pic- 
ture Mary —only a country village girl, 
re ber — somewhere about her home 
in. that Nazareth out-of which the Jews 
expected no good thing. Perhaps she was 
at prayer — she must have been a praying 
girl, The Magnificat could have come 
only from a prayer-life. Or, she may 
have been about some household task — 
she soon began to make that home out 
of which came the young carpenter of 
whom God said, “I am well pleased in 
him.” (2) 

Luke says—did she tell him so, 
years afterwards ?—that she “was greatly 
troubled” at the sight and words of that 
glorious heavenly visitor who told her 
God had chosen her, of all women through 
all the centuries, to mother his incarnate 
Son. Can you wonder? Can you im- 
agine a greater contrast than Mary of 
Nazareth and the Archangel Gabriel from 
Heaven? (Luke 1: 26-38.) (3) 

Do you think his words brought all 
joy to Mary, even after Gabriel assured 
her of the honor God had bestowed upon 
her? Her mind must have been full of 
plans for her coming marriage to that 
good man, Joseph. What would he think? 
What must he think? Matthew tells us 
quite plainly what he did think, and good 
man as he was, how kind he meant to be to 
Mary, even before he received a visit 
from Gabriel (Matt. 1: 18-25). Was ever 
faith and obedience greater than Mary’s 
and Joseph’s then? (4) 

Follow Mary on her visit to her cousin, 
Elisabeth — away down in Hebron. Joy 
there wrs in her girl’s heart, too great 
for even hér own ecstatic words to con- 
vey; but pain, the anguish of being 
wholly misunderstood by those who knew 
and loved her, must have sent here there 
and kept here there three happy months 
(Luke 1: 39-56). (5) 

Every girl who thinks has traveled 
with Mary on that journey down to 
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Bethlehem, where anguish of mind and 
body were forgotten in the supreme joy 
that her Son and Saviour was born! 
Live with her there a little while — till 
the Wise-men bring their gifts and hom- 
age. Hasten with her on another weary 
trip, to Egypt—can you picture her there, 
with her Boy? Come back with her to 
Nazareth, once more (Matt. 2: 1-23), and 
there abide, in the daily routine of the 
simplest life possible, broken only by 
the yearly journey to Jerusalem. 

There must have been long months 
when she could almost forget old Sim- 
eon’s prophecy of the “sword that should 
pierce thro her soul” through the life 
of this child, who was “set for the falling 
and rising of many in Israel.” But 
was this memory part of her sorrow 
when she lost him at twelve for five aw- 
ful days? (Luke 2: 22-52.) Twice Luke 
tells us that Mary “kept all these things, 
pondering them in her. heart,” mother- 
fashion, as she lived for and loved the Boy 
‘who was so sweetly subject unto her all 
the days of his youth. 

And what of her when he must leave 
her and home for his God-appointed 
work? She did not always understand; 
no (Matt. 12: 46-50), but she always 
loved and believed in him (John 2: 1-11). 
What can you trace in the character of 
Jesus for which his mother, more than 
any other human agency, must have been 
responsible? Who taught him his Bible, 
so that he literally thought and spoke in 
its words? Who trained him to go to the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day? Who 
helped him to understand women and lit- 
" children? Who taught him to pray? 


6) 

Nor did she fail him when all his dis- 
ciples but John forsook him and fied 
| (John 19: 25-27). She may not have 
been that “other Mary”. at the tomb on 
resurrection morning, but she was cer- 
tainly one of that faithful group whe 
“continued stedfastly in prayer” after his 
| ascension, till the promised Spirit came 
| (Acts 1:14). And that is our last 
glimpse of her whom God so “highly 
favored,” who-was so. wonderfully “blessed 
among women,” becatse she bore so faith- 
fully and purely the part God chose for 
her. (7) 

2. Your part, dear girl—has he told 
you yet just what it is? Or is he bidding 
you prepare your heart and life, that when 
he calls you too may answer, “Behold, 
the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me 
according to thy word”? 


- Home Study 





Memorize perfectly the Magnificat 
(Luke 1: 46-55). 
Decatur, Ga. 
we . 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Straighten two points. 

Discussion: What were Mary’s fine 
characteristics? How did she show her- 
self to be a true mother? In what sense 
was the relationship of Jesus to his 
mother different from that of any other 
boy? 

Objective: A proper valuation of 
mother. 











AY, fellows, there are two things we 
want to get straightened out in our 
minds at the beginning of this study of 
a noble and beautiful character. The 
first is to put Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
in her true place in our thinking and in 
our ‘esteem. The Roman Catholic church 
worships her as:a goddess, which is not 
warranted by the Word of God, but 
rather forbidden, and we Protestants in 
our abhorrence of such a mistake have 
unwittingly failed to give her due recog- 
nition along with Paul and Peter and 
John and other great saints of God. (1) 
For Mary had a wonderful part in God’s 
great plan of Redemption for the world, 
and she played that part with a heroism 
and a sacrificial devotion that challenges 
our highest admiration. We love our 
mothers, and we place them on a pinnacle, 
where they belong. Mary was a great 
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Lesson for July & 


Mother. God would not have chosen 
other than a superb woman like Mary to 
be the mother of the world’s Saviour. 
So, let us give Mary a lofty place in 
our thinking, even though she is far 
from being a goddess. (2) 

The other matter which we want to 
keep straight in our minds is Jesus’ treat- 
ment of his mother. Let’s remember first 
that Jesus was without sin. Whatever 
he did was right. Also let’s remember 
that he was divine. His consciousness 
of his mission showed itself in his first 
recorded words—those spoken to his 
mother in the temple: “Wist ye not that 
I must be about my Father’s business?” 
Then follows the statement that he re- 
turned home ‘with his parents and “was 
subject unto them.” F 

After his baptism and the proclamation 
of God at Jordan that Jesus was his well 
beloved Son, it was necessary that Jesus 
should show his mother that he was in- 
deed very God, in spite of his human re- 
lationship to her. Hence the definite 
manner in which he did this at the mar- 
riage feast in Cana, where he turned the 
water into wine. Later, on one occasion 
when Jesus was told that his mother and 
brothers were waiting for him outside, he 
used the circumstance to show the people 
that not even such close ties of blood re- 
lationship could be stronger or more in- 
timate than the spiritual bond between 
him and his believing followers. (3) 

Jesus would not have been honest if 
he had allowed any misconception of his 
merely human family ties to befog or 
confuse the understanding of that far 
more vital relationship existing between 
him and his spiritual. friends, brothers, 
sisters, and mothers. (4) 

Now, fellows, I confess I was troubled 
int my boyish thinking and in my later 
thinking on this matter until that ex- 
planation cleared it for me. I have al- 
ways had two high ideals in this connec- 
tion: one as to Jesus’ blameless life, and 
the other as to the love and reverence a 
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Matthew 1:18 to 2:12; 12 : 46-50; 
Luke 1 : 2-56; 2:1-$2; John 2: 1-11; 19 : 25-27 








boy should show to his mother. What! 
I found Jesus saying to his mother in 
my Bible for the time disturbed these | 
conceptions, but it is all perfectly clear to | 
me now, and it should be made so to 
you. 

Jesus “was subject unto them” (his par- 
ents) in those boyhood days and young 
manhood days in Nazareth. The record 
is plain. And the highest tribute you 
can pay to that sweet mother of yours 
(as well as father) is to make your way 
of talking and doing accord with her de- 
sires. I believe a boy’s most priceless 
privilege, humanly speaking, is to have a 
God-fearing mother. Jesus mether loved 


him, as near as she could get, until the 
end — and even at the Cross when all his 
strong men friends except John had left 
him, she stood by, throughout the whole 
terrific nerve-racking, heart-crushing or- 
deal! And one of Jesus’ last words on 
the Cross was to provide protection for 
his devoted mother. 

Follow in Jesus’ steps, and you will 
never forget your mother, nor lose sight 
of her claims upon your love and pro- 
tecting care. 

Coleridge says: “A mother is a mother 
still, the holiest thing alive.” 


Greenssoro, N. C. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





Note.—The International Christian En- 
deavor Convention will meet July 4-3, in 
Des Moines, lowa. Every Christian En- 
deavor Society is asked to register its 
President and Pastor, who will, even if 
not able to attend the convention, re- 
ceive bulletins mailed each day giving 
plans for the new year. The registration 
fee is two dollars. Thousands of Endeav- 
orers ought to plan to attend the con- 
vention. Full information may be re- 
ceived by addressing E. P. Gates, Gen- 
eral Secretary, 41 Mt. Vernon Street, Bos- 

ton 9, Mass. 


The Inner and the Outer. 2 Cor. 


July zz. What in Present-Day Social Life 
Would Christ Approvt? What Disap- 


prove? 1 Cor. 10:23, 24, 31-33; 11:1. 
July 29. Industrial Missions at Home and 
Abroad. 2 Thess. 3 : 6-13. 
August 5. Lessons from the Psalms. 8 A 


Nature Psalm. Psa. (Outdoor 


consecration meeting.) 


Sunday, July 8 
What Does Christian Brotherhood 
Mean? (1 John 3 : 10-24.) 
(A Peace Meeting.) 


104 : 1-35. 








Mon.—Brotherhood means good will 
(Num. 12: 1-13). 

Tues.—Love (1 John 4: 15-21). 

Wed.—Service (Mark 2: 1-12). 

Thurs.—Peace (Isa. 65: 17-25). 

Fri.—Toleration (1 Pet. 4:8). 

Sat.—Co-operation (Exod. 17: 8-16). 











On what is Christian brotherhood based? 
What if kindly approaches are repulsed? 


Does Christianity apply to international 
relationships ? ‘ 


HERE is a great deal of loose and 

uninformed talk in these days about 
the “brotherhood of man,” or “Chris- 
tian brotherhood.” In a certain limited 
sense, that of physical relationship and 
common heritage, all men are brothers. 
But the term “brotherhood of man” is 
being linked with that other great term, 
“the Fatherhood of God,” in such a 
sense as to caricature the real message 
of the Bible. 


God is the Father of all, in the sense 
that he is the creator of all things. But 
men have risen in rebellion against him, 
and have broken and marred the image 
in which they were created. To win 
them back to himself, he has sent his 
only Son to make atonement for sin and 
rebelliousness. Christ has done this. 





When we accept his sacrifice as being for 
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Rev. H. B. Dinwiddie, the Rev. 
L. L. Legters, Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, 
Addison C. Raws, and others. 
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The new Victorious Life book 


| The Victorious Christ | 
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spiritual depth and wide practical appplication 





were delivered. The 


present volume contains the 4 part of these 
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messages including addresses 
Thomas, the Rev. Gordon Watt, the 


Dr. W. H. 
J. S. Flacks, 





quicken their spirits to seek the deeper experi- 





ences of grace, and lead them into a larger con- 





| ception of the power of God, to wider and more 





consecrated activities for Him in the world.” 
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us and in our stead, receiving him by 
faith, we become “children of God,” and 
“brothers in Christ.” There is no other 
Christian brotherhood save that of the 
redeemed in Christ. 

we 


There can be no Christian brother- 
hood between those who reject Christ 
and ignore his claims on the one hand, 
and those who are His on the other. There 
may be dealings according to Christian 
principles between them, but that cannot 
make them “brothers in Christ.” Chris- 
tian brotherhood is not something pre- 
cluded and artificially refused by the 
Christian, it is something precluded and 
deliberately refused by those who reject 
Christ. “Christian brotherhood” without 
the possession of a common Christ is 
simply an impossibility by its very nature. 


The relationship between Christian and 
Christian ought to be an example and a 
testimony to those who are yet outside 
the fellowship of believers. No nobler 
words of Christian admonishment have 
ever been uttered than those of St. Paul: 
“Let nothing be done through strife 
and vainglory; but in lowliness of mind 
let each esteem other better than them- 
selves. Look not every man on his gown 
things, but every man also on the things 
of others.” om 


And continuing,. the great apostle to 
the Gentiles pleaded: “Let this mind be 
in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 
Who, being in the form of God, thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God; but 
made himself. of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men: and being 
found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross.” 

we 

“For where envying and strife is, there 
is confusion and every evil work. But 
the wisdom that is from above is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to 
be entreated, full of mercy and good 








fruits, without partiality, and without 
hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteous- 
ness is sown in peace of them that make 
peace.” - 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Che ‘Sanday Schoo! Gime 


Philadelphia, June 23, 1923 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Petodtng the Home Daily Bible Read- 
on the International Uniform Sunday 

School oct Lescene. issued by the International 

y School Lesson Committee. 


Pray for the Nations 


R. CHARLES H. USHER tells of 
a company of Christians who “had 
gathered together to pray for a special 
object; but there was no liberty in 
prayer. One brother who had come in 
late, and who had noticed the bondage in 
the meeting, suggested that we should 
begin to ask God the largest requests 
we could think of. Several immediately 
responded, asking for the deliverance of 
the nations, and for the destruction of 
national sins. Soon the whole meeting 
was free. ‘Now,’ said the brother, ‘come 
back to the thing for which you met for 
prayer.’ ~We did so, and great power and 
liberty were given in praying for it.” 
America’s national holiday occurs this 
week. Perhaps many will spend the en- 
tire day in prayer. There is great need 
for both Church and State. The Prayer 
Suggestions for Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday are taken from Mr. Usher’s 
little book, “The Prayer Life” (C. H. 
Usher, 156 Freshfield Road, Brighton, 
Eng.; price, 12 cts.). Let this be a week 
of earnest intercession. 


— 


July 2 to 8 
Mon.—Luke 1: 26-38. Mary and the Angel. 


“The natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness unto him” (1 Cor. 2:14). 
But the spiritual man, he who is tguly 
born of the Spirit, receiveth gladly the 
things of the Spirit, of which God’s rey- 
elation of the virgin birth of “that holy 
thing” called the “Son of God” is one. 


Prayer Suacestions: “Focus prayer 
against the powers of darkness which are 
behind all the forces of revolution and | 
disorder to-day. Insist that they obtain | 
no help from Satan. Pray for the gov- | 
ernments of every nation, their organisa- | 
tion, leaders, plans. Pray against all evil 
natural and supernatural energy and per- 
tinacity.” 








Tues.—Matthew 1 : 18-25. 
The Divine Birth of Jesus. 
Much of “reverent rationalism” begins 
with a dcubt and ends in damnation. It! 
begins with the “mistakes of Moses” and 
ends with a mere-man Emanuel; the, 
virgin birth, the physical resurrection, the 
supernatural all explained away. He who 
eliminates the virgin birth eliminates the 
atoning death. Rationalism eliminates 
what the “natural man” cannot explain. 
PraYeR SucGcestions: “Believe that! 
Satan is a defeated foe, and hold roll 
faith that God makes real that defeat | 
now by the complete overthrow of all 
the ev il natural and supernatural power 
that is energising ali anarchy and revo-| 





| lution and keeping it going. Pray that | 
| the Church of God may know her spir- | 


itual position, assert her spiritual power, | 
and keep herself wunspotted from the | 
world.” 


Wed.—Luke 2:1-7. Mary at Bethlehem. 


“Mary up to this time had been living 
at the wrong place for Messiah’s birth. | 
A little longer stay at Nazareth, and the | 
prophecy would have failed. But lo, 
with no intention on her part, much less | 
of Caesar Augustus, to fulfil the proph- ' 
ecy (Micah 5:2), she is brought from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem, and at that nick | 
of time ... her Babe is born” (Brown). ' 
(See Psalm 118: 23.) 


Prayer SuccestTions: “Pray that God 
may raise up leaders who can view the 
nation from God’s standpoint, men who 
will stand as God’s intercessors for the 
nation, men after the pattern of Moses, | 
who stood before God for an erring na- 
tion and prayed: ‘Oh, this people have 
sinned a great sin. Yet now tf thou wilt 


' forgive their sin —; 


and if not, blot me 
I pray thee out of thy book’ (Exod. 32:34, 
32).” 


Thurs.—Luke 2 : 41-52. 
Mary and the Boy Jesus. 
There was a plain recognition and set- 
ting forth on Jesus’ part of his higher 
mission (v. 49), nevertheless there is not 
the slightest hint of irritation or insub- 
ordination. He made himself subject to 
every God-ordained earthly limitation. No 
self-will, no anarchy, in his nature. 
Mary’ s wonderfully meditative disposition 
is indicated in verses 19 and 51. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
who laud Jesus, and yet who fail to fol- 
low in his footsteps; for example, those 
who, pointing to Jesus as a revolutionist, 
preach license and anarchy, which Christ 
himself never preached and never prac- 
tised. Pray for those who would plunge 
the world into utter disorder by throw- 
ing off all restraint. 


Fri—John 2: 1-11. 
Mary at the Marriage Feast. 
Thirty years of acquaintanceship with 
Jesus and of “pondering” his strangely 
unique character had inspired in Mary a 
confidence which seemed to know no 
bounds, as indicated in verse 5. Have 
your years of acquaintanceship with him 
inspired a like confidence? The better we 
know him, the more we want others to 
knew him. 


Prayer SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the 
unsaved on your daily prayer list. Are 
you showing your faith by your works? 
Begin to-day! Endeavor to point some 
one to Christ. A certain authority states 
that less than five percent of our Prot- 
estant membership has ever led a soul to 
Christ. Do you belong to the church’s 
ninety-five percent of professing but un- 
productive branches? 

Sat.—John 19: 25-30. Mary at the Cross. 


All the way from the manger to the 
cross that faithful mother accompanied 
her boy. Must there not have been at 
least some human comfort to Jesus in her 
devotion? Have you ever suffered in un- 
utterable anguish alone, yearning for just 
a word or look of wholly unselfish sym- 


‘Send for 
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pathy or love? The death ef a heart is 
worse than that of a body. 

Prayer Succestions: But no heart 
need ever “die” if but an acquaintanceship 
with Jesus can be formed. He satisfies! 
Pray for the heart-hungry, the heart-dis- 
appointed, the heart-broken. There are 
millions such, millions to whom a word or 
prayer of genuine sympathy would mean 
worlds. Mere hireling sympathy is @ 
mockery. 

Sun.—Luke 1: 46-55. The “Maguitent.” 

High as was the strain which Mary 
reached there is a_ strain still higher, 
namely, not of praise for what God does, 
but of adoration for what he is; and yet 
when the former is God-centered, rather 
than man-centered, it glorifics God in 
the highest degree. Selfish prayers never 
glorify him. ; 

Praise Succestions: Repeat or read 
in concert, for personal blessings, Psalm 
103: 1-5; ‘and for church and national 
blessings Psalm 100. Then let each mem- 
ber of the family lead in a short prayer 
of praise and thanksgiving, and all close 
“Ah singing together, “Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow.” 
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